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PRINCE MICHAEL ROAD SAFETY AWARDS
HRH Prince Michael of Kent has played a leading role in supporting improved road safety both in the
United Kingdom and around the world. The Prince first
established his awards scheme in the UK and now fully
international, the Prince Michael International Road
Safety Awards recognise achievement and innovation in
road safety worldwide. Each year the most outstanding examples of national and international road
safety initiatives are given public recognition through the scheme and the winners are invited to a
Gala Presentation held in London, where the Prince announces his Premier Award for the year. As
we enter the final year of the Global Decade of Action for Road Safety, HRH is keen to ensure that
all the best examples of good practice are considered for awards. This year nominations close at
the end of July, so any team, public or private sector organisation, government department, or
business wishing to be considered for an award should prepare its nomination. Information about
how to nominate etc can be found at http://www.roadsafetyawards.com/nominations or any
questions can be directed to awalsh@roadsafe.com

ANNIVERSARY OF THE THREE POINT SEAT BELT
This year marks the 60th anniversary of an
innovation that arguably has done more than
any other to reduce road casualties and I
refer to the three-point safety belt. Now such
a familiar part of everyday life for most
people around the world it’s hard to imagine
just how revolutionary the invention was
when developed back in 1959. Even in the
age of advanced technology, where airbags,
moving object detection and collision

avoidance systems etc continues to develop
the seat belt still underpins everything in
terms of occupant protection. It’s estimated
that more than one million lives have been
saved since drivers and their passengers first
started pulling their seatbelts over their
shoulders. In the UK, the wearing of threepoint seat belts in cars became compulsory in
1983 but it was not until October 2001 that
all goods vehicles over 3.5 tonnes were
required to have seat belts fitted to the
driver’s seat and all forward-facing passenger
seats. Despite the very clear and indisputable
evidence that wearing seatbelts saves lives
there are still far too many instances of
drivers and passengers neglecting to use them
as has been made evident from the 2017
statistics of fatal crashes when some 27% of
deaths involved car occupants not wearing a
belt.

LYNDA CHALKER AWARD
Road Safety GB is inviting nominations for the 2019 Lynda Chalker Award, which recognises
individuals or organisations that have significantly influenced road safety in the UK. The award is
given annually to recognise an outstanding contribution to road safety and will be presented at the
2019 National Road Safety Conference in Telford on 12th & 13th November 2019. The nomination
form is available to download at http://roadsafetygb.org.uk/about-rsgb/lynda-chalker-award/ and
the deadline for nominations is 23rd September 2019. Nominations must be made by a third party
and supported by two others – self nominations will not be accepted.
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BRITAINS MAIN ROAD NETWORK
A new report from the Road Safety Foundation (RSF) and Ageas Insurance “How Safe Are You on
Britain’s Main Road Networks?” finds that while the proposed MRN carries a third of the traffic of
Highways England’s (SRN) and is only slightly longer, there were more fatal crashes on it in 2017
than on the SRN.
The report highlight









60% of all deaths are concentrated on the 12.5% of road length
surveyed
The newly defined MRN has more than four times as much risk as
Highways England's network and needs similar disciplined safety
goals as both are to be funded directly through Vehicle Excise Duty
75 persistently higher risk road sections are not yet being addressed
through the Safer Roads Fund, including seven of those in the top
10 persistently higher risk rural roads
The report calls for an immediate £117 million investment to
prevent 3,450 fatal and serious injuries on persistently higher risk
roads over the next 20 years
An £83 million annual investment is needed over the next five years
to address most of the unacceptably higher risk roads, preventing
around 6,850 fatal and serious injuries over the next 20 years
The report looks at the safety performance of the individual road
networks managed by different authorities which together make up
Britain's main road network
The A5004 in Derbyshire is named the most persistently higher risk
road where eight crashes that resulted in death or serious injury happened in three years on just a
12km stretch of road
The most improved road is the A11 between the A14 near Newmarket and the A134 north of Thetford

The report also provides information on the high risk roads within Great Britain as follows
Britain’s top 10 persistently higher risk roads (2012-14 and 2015-17)
A5004
A3055
A645
A909
A57
A683
A290
A272
A3054
A361

between the
between the
between the
between the
between the
between the
between the
between the
between the
between the

A6 and the A53*
(Derbyshire CC)
A3054 near Freshwater and the A3054 in Ryde (Isle of Wight)
A638 and the A639
(Wakefield Council)
M90 and the A921
(Fife)
A628 and Sandy Gate (76% Derbyshire/22% Sheffield/2% Tameside)
A65 and the A6*
(Lancashire)
A299 and the A28*
(Kent)
A30 and the A3
(Hampshire)
A3055 near Freshwater and the A3055 in Ryde (Isle of Wight)
A377 and the A399
(Devon)

* being addressed by the Safer Roads Fund during 2019/2020 – 2020/2021

Britain’s most improved roads (2012-14 to 2015-17)
A11
M5
A161
A626
A10
A397
A4174
A666

between the A14 near Newmarket and the A134 north of Thetford
(Highways England)
between junctions 16 and 23
(Highways England)
between the A18 and the M62
(57% East Riding of Yorkshire/43% North Lincolnshire)
between the M60 and Dodley Lane
(Stockport
between the M11 and the A120
(60% Hertfordshire/40% Cambridgeshire)
between the A3 and the A27
(Portsmouth)
between the A4 and Bedminster Road
(Bristol)
between Town’s Moor and Queen’s Road, Whitehall, including the junction with the M65 (Blackburn
with Darwen)

Find a copy of the report at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/
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SAFER ROADS SAFER VEHICLES SAFER ROAD USERS SAFER SPEEDS

Book now for Hull taking place on 23rd September 2019
https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-events/hull-2019/
and for Newmarket taking place on11th November 2019
https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-events/newmarket-2019/
(Newmarket link - available within the next few days)

And make a note that in 2020 location have already been booked for
Bristol Monday 10th February 2020 Holiday Inn City Centre
Lincoln Monday 2nd March 2020 The Lincoln Hotel
Stirling Monday 20th April 2020 Colessio Hotel Stirling
Portsmouth Monday 18th May 2020 Langstone Hotel, Hayling Island
MUCH EDUCATION TO BE DONE TO GET AUTOMATION ACCEPTED
IAM RoadSmart asked more than 1,600 visitors to its website if they would feel 'confident and safe
travelling in a fully self-driving vehicle where there is no driver input. However this resulted over
70% saying that they would not feel safe. There was an overwhelming view that the driver should
always be able to take over from a self-driving car should they
need to.
Those surveyed were also very definite over a future where there
is no human involvement in driving. When asked if they agree that
'all human drivers should be banned from driving on the roads
once fully autonomous vehicles are widely available,' over 82%
either 'disagreed' or 'strongly disagreed.'
Some 44% of our respondents felt poorly or very poorly informed on autonomous vehicles with only
6% feeling very well informed. There needs to be an industry-standard on the acronyms and product
names used, and car companies need to come together, alongside government, to ensure the facts
out there are clearer and easy-to-understand.
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THE ROLE FOR POWERED LIGHT VEHICLES (PLV)
The MCIA is the Trade Association representing the PLV (Powered Light Vehicles) industry (also
known as L-Category vehicles) and has created a strategy to highlight the benefits of incorporating
PLVs into the transport mix. The MCIA has partnered with LowCVP who following growing interest in
the sector brought together a range of stakeholders to impartially assess the potential
opportunities and actions required for PLVs to penetrate the UK transport market. The partnership
is seeking to work with stakeholders to fully realise the benefits of a transport system where the
right vehicle is promoted for the right journey and the strategy demonstrates in detail where PLVs
have a clear role to play in:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Helping Government and local authorities meet their air quality targets
Significantly reducing congestion
More efficient use of road space
Achieving ‘Healthy Streets’ ambitions
Managing the last mile, the first mile and every urban mile
Supporting the delivery of goods and the gig economy

The strategy introduces evidence from a ‘Congestion and Air
Quality Impact Study’, carried out by Local Transport Projects
Ltd and Air Quality Consultants. Unsurprisingly, the evidence
clearly shows that a modal shift from private cars to electric
PLVs reduced NOX, PM10 and PM2.5 emissions and the
modelled scenarios also demonstrate that congestion levels
decreased, resulting in reduced delays and shorter journey
times for everyone across nine real world junctions.
It is important to understand that this is not a strategy which
is in competition with government aims to increase walking,
cycling or public transport but the use and understanding of
how PLV’s are the correct modes of travel for many journeys.
Find a copy of the report at
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/

MORE INFORMATION REQUESTED
New research confirms that road users want better ‘real time’ information
provided on motorways and major ‘A’ roads, particularly during periods of
unexpected disruption so they can make informed choices that put them
more in control of their journeys. However it would seem that road users
are generally satisfied with information provided across Highways England’s
network but are less happy with that provided on major ‘A’ roads. They also
felt that information provided at times of unexpected disruption was not
always timely, accurate or useful enough. Despite most being happy they do
say that Highways England needs to give road users on the routes it manages
more advanced warning about problems, whether caused by planned
roadworks or unexpected delays and diversions. Will however that make any
difference I wonder, as many will plough on regardless?
Find a copy of the report at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/
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IDLING RULES AND FINES TO BE REVIEWED
The Secretary of State for Transport has
signalled his intention to increase fines for
drivers who leave their engines running while
parked in what would be 'the biggest change
to the rules since 2002' and it will start with a
public consultation’ expected to come out
this summer.

toughening up those powers’. The DfT claim
that every minute an idling car produces
enough exhaust emissions to fill 150 balloons
with harmful chemicals including cyanide,
NOx and PM2.5.
The forthcoming proposals would ‘represent
the biggest change to the rules since 2002’,
with the (initial) £20 fine levied by councils
via a fixed penalty notice not having changed
since that time and now ‘well below’ fines
for similar offences. The proposals will also
provide guidance to local authorities on their
anti-idling powers, ‘enabling them to enforce
the law more effectively’.

Officials said that vehicle idling is a major
factor in poor air quality, particularly in areas
with large numbers of waiting vehicles such
as schools, at taxi ranks and bus stations and
that while councils already have powers to
fine drivers the Government is ‘looking at

The consultation will also explore how to deal
with repeat offenders who keep their engines
running following several warnings.

ACOUSTIC SOUND SYSTEMS
A law requiring manufacturers to install an acoustic sound system in new types of quiet electric and
hybrid electric vehicles (EVs) came into force on Monday 1st July 2019
Sound generators will produce a specified level of noise when EVs are reversing or running below 20
km/h (about 12mph). The law will apply to all silent EVs from 2021 and the sound generated will be
similar to that made by a conventional engine and can be temporarily deactivated by the driver if
judged necessary. The new regulation to make acoustic systems within electric vehicles compulsory
intends to allow people who are visually impaired to hear vehicles more easily.
FIVE YEAR FUNDING SETTLEMENT NEEDED TO SORT OUT ROADS
MPs have called for a front-loaded, five-year
funding settlement to tackle the ‘extreme
state of disrepair of the English local road
network’. MPs said that a deteriorating local
road network undermines local economic
performance and results in direct costs to
taxpayers, ‘either through rising costs of
deferred work or through a mend and make
do approach that does not represent good
value for money in the long term'.

Cash-strapped councils are raiding their
highways and transport budgets to fund core
services such as Social Services and
Education. Now is the time for the
Department for Transport to propose a frontloaded, long-term funding settlement to the
Treasury as part of the forthcoming Spending
Review.”

Committee chair Lilian Greenwood MP said:
“Local authorities are in the invidious
position of having to rob Peter to pay Paul.
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COMPLIANCE IS KEY
It is reported that drink drive deaths in 2017 were at their worse for several years with something
approaching 300 being recorded where someone was over the limit. 27% of Fatal crashes involved
car occupants who were not wearing a seat belt, some 250 were killed when the vehicle involved
was being driven above the posted speed limit and there were a further handful of people who
chose to drive whilst using a mobile phone for talking, texting or other activities which smart
phones enable one to do these days. All of these could have been prevented. The laws are clear,
the penalties for not complying are clear; people abhor the behaviour of those who do not conform
but at times they are guilty of doing the same thing.
Now at least employers and fleet operators
across the country, whose commercial
vehicles are defective or whose drivers break
the law are now coming under closer

One initiative was implemented on the M5,
where checks were carried out in a motorway
service area on almost 120 vehicles being
used to tow. Inspections showed that a
staggering 94% of those were non-compliant
in some way. Offences included incorrect
hitching, no emergency brake cable, insecure
loads, overloading – even unlicensed drivers
and the use of red diesel! One of those
drivers checked, driving a works van and
towing a trailer with plant on the back, didn’t
have the correct licence to tow – when his
employer was asked to send another driver to
take over the journey, they demonstrated a
total lack of awareness of their legal
responsibilities by sending another driver who
also lacked the correct driving licence.

scrutiny. Police forces around the country are
increasingly working alongside other agencies
such as the DVSA, HSE, HM Revenue &
Customs and Highways England on initiatives
that are identifying large numbers of noncompliant drivers and commercial vehicles
whether they are being paid to drive or doing
it in a voluntary capacity. The Road Traffic
Act makes no distinction no matter who you
are and no individual or organisation can
expect to get away with non-compliance.
With a third of road collisions involving
someone who is driving for work at the time,
it isn’t always just the driver at fault. Poor
management and work procedures can be a
significant contributory factor. Employers
therefore need to address these challenges
urgently.

In December 2018, the Devon and Cornwall
Police ‘No Excuse’ team cracked down on
poor driving and poorly maintained vehicles
as part of Operation Logjam – a pre-Christmas
multi-agency initiative in the South West with
a focus on light commercial vehicles.560
drivers were found to have broken the law
including 132 drivers of commercial vehicles.
The approach of Christmas often leads to an
increase
in
motoring
offences
from
commercial drivers as they rush around to
meet tight delivery schedules.

Poor management and work procedures can be a significant contributory factor in the
roadworthiness of your fleet and the safety of your drivers. Whether you are part of the Statutory,
Commercial, or voluntary sector you have to get it right. You cannot hide behind who you are or
what you represent.
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TYRE AGEING
There has been a great deal of concern about the
performance of tyres particularly related to Large
Vehicles where not a great deal of mileage is
undertaken and whilst the tread depth and
observations give the overall appearance that the
tyre is legal and safe there is some evidence that
they become vulnerable to failure as they get older
and degenerate.
The Research was commissioned as a result of a fatal crash.
In September 2012, a catastrophic failure of a
tyre, fitted to the front axle of a large coach,
led to the loss of three lives. The accident
investigator concluded that the tyre failure
was as a direct result of its age but no
forensic evidence was presented to explain or
characterise the degradation of the tyre’s
construction resulting from the passage of
time. Following the inquest, and on the basis
of the precautionary principle, the Secretary
of State for Transport issued advice to coach

owners and operators that tyres aged 10
years or older should not be used on the front
(steering) axle of buses and coaches and, if
used at all, should only form part of a pair in
a twin wheel arrangement on a rear axle. The
Government is committed to the use of
evidence to support the development of
policy. At that time, it had not been able to
identify any research that supported the
argument that a tyre is liable to failure
purely on the basis of its chronological age.

The objective of this study was to provide scientific advice on the effect of chronological age on
the performance of the elements of a tyre carcass that are critical to its mechanical integrity. The
aim was to develop an understanding of whether the material properties of vehicle tyres evolve,
due to the passage of time, to such an extent that the integrity of the tyre, and therefore its
safety, is compromised.
Find a copy of the report at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/
VEHICLE SPEED COMPLIANCE STATISTICS, GREAT BRITAIN: 2018:
The publication of the 2018 Speed Compliance Statistics in summary reveal:
That 87% of cars exceeded the speed limit on roads with a 20mph limit – with 22% breaking the limit
by more than 10mph. Single carriageway roads where the national speed limit applies (60 mph) had
the highest levels of compliance, with only 10% of cars exceeding the limit. On motorways, 46% of
cars exceeded the 70mph speed limit, with 11% exceeding it by more than 10mph. These figures
show a year-on-year fall, compared to 48% and 12% respectively in 2017. On 30mph roads, 52% of
cars exceeded the speed limit, with 5% exceeding it by 10mph or more – 1% fewer than in 2016.
The DfT says the figures are not representative of the level of speeding across the whole road
network – which it would expect to be lower.
The above summary must be read in conjunction with the explanations and reasoning in the report.
Find a copy of the report at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/
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DRIVING TEST STATISTICS 2018 -2019
The latest figures show that between April 2018 and March 2019, 1,787,773 car theory and
1,664,219 car practical tests were conducted. This is a fall of 5% and 3% respectively from the
previous year.
The pass rate for 2018/19 was 47.3% for the theory test, down 1.4% from last year and 45.8% for
practical tests, a change of -0.5%.
Over all types of vehicle, there were 2,015,624 theory tests and 1,866,908 practical tests.
The female pass rate for the theory test was 49% compared to the male rate of 46%. However it’s
the other way round in the practical test, with 50% of men passing and 42% of women. Men had a
higher pass rate than women at every attempt.
Find a copy of the report at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/
BACK ON THE AGENDA AGAIN
There have been calls for the motorway speed limit to be raised, after the Department for
Transport revealed that a change in lorry speed limits could have helped improve road safety. A
report shows that allowing heavy goods vehicles over 7.5 tonnes to travel 10mph faster bringing
them closer to the speed of other traffic has
contributed to an increase of 1.5mph in average
speeds on single carriageway roads.
An increase of just 1mph would free up 650,000
driver hours and save hauliers more than £10 million
a year. The change, which came into force in 2015,
allows lorries to travel at up to 50mph on single
carriageways and 60mph on dual carriageway roads
in England and Wales. It means they are travelling at
similar speeds to other vehicles, instead of much
slower. This report shows there is a possible
“statistically significant” improvement to road safety
on study roads.
Roads Minister Michael Ellis said:
“I am pleased to see the improvement in
safety while helping to unlock the UK’s
potential
–
encouraging
growth
and
enhancing productivity. Increasing the speed
limit for lorries has helped companies save
time and money, enabling them to re-invest

this in their business and buying newer and
greener vehicles. This move has also
potentially improved road safety as it
appears to have reduced the risks some
drivers take when overtaking slow-moving
vehicles."

The report also indicates that the number of speeding lorries has fallen by about 70%. Since the
change in speed limit was introduced, the average lorry speed on single carriageways increased by
1.5mph to 45.6mph, and other vehicles also saw increased speeds. On dual carriageways, the
average speed increase was 0.4mph, to 52.4mph. This report has led to some campaigners calling
for the speed limit on the motorway for cars to be increased to 80mph.
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YOUNG PEOPLE NOT SO INTERESTED IN DRIVING OR CERTAINLY OWNING A CAR
For much of the late 20th century, the mark of reaching adulthood was acquiring your first car. At
the age of 17 it was customary for parents to equip their offspring with a driving licence seen as
important as passing school exams. If getting a job was not dependent on having a driving licence it
was certainly often cited as desirable Equally if you didn’t get a job which required you to drive
getting there was certain done by car and after picking up mates to go into town. Car driving was
also sold to you as giving you your freedom.
But recent data released by the DVLA suggests that driving is losing its popularity among younger
people. Only 538,000 licenses are held by those aged 25, who number around 900,000 in total. By
comparison, 54 year-olds – the most saturated year group – share 880,000 licenses among 937,000
people.
What can this data tell us about Britain today
and what the future looks like? Millennials and
Gen Z – that is, everyone under 40 – are far
more likely to be in full-time education or work
and that overwhelmingly draws them to urban
areas where a car is far less necessary for short
journeys. Given that major public transport
infrastructure also tends to cluster around
cities, it makes far more economic sense for
many of them to use buses, trains, and the
occasional Uber than to cover fuel, insurance
and parking costs on a permanent basis.
Similarly, a car is a mixed blessing for a
generation used to short-term renting rather than long-term lets or property ownership – it’s useful
for moving but an additional expense which rules out city-centre living in many properties without
access to parking. There is also of course the angle that perhaps they are just much greener in their
approach to living seeing the car as added pollution to the environment and see the value of the
active travel programme promoted by the government agenda promoting walking and cycling.
So I guess we are in a growing waiting game if this trend continues as to when and at what age they
might start to drive. The trend has historically been for young people to move to cities then to
migrate outwards to suburbs or countryside as they age raise families and later retire. But without
as many cars, with rural public transport inevitably less advanced than that in urban centres and
with the age at which people have their first child increasing it’s plausible that the younger
generation will buck the trend remaining in cities longer and accelerating the trend of urbanisation.
However there is another side to the argument for those who do take up driving pass their test but
then don’t drive. More than a quarter of young drivers believe they have had a collision as a result
of spending a significant time away from the wheel after passing their driving test. The poll found
that more than a quarter of drivers under the age of 30 have spent six months or longer without
driving after initially passing their test, according to insurer Marmalade, The poll suggests that the
time spent away from the road is having an adverse effect on young drivers’ confidence and
abilities on the road. Nearly a quarter said their confidence had been knocked as a result of time
away from the wheel while the same proportion thought they had become more hesitant. One in
every 20 went as far as saying they felt more dangerous on the roads as a result of their break from
driving. They cited the cost as the reason for not owning a car or driving.
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DRIVER EDUCATION IN THE WORKPLACE
IAM RoadSmart believes that many businesses are missing out on opportunities to improve road
safety for their drivers, by relying on technology alone to solve the problem for them. That is one
of the conclusions reached in the latest white paper issued this week by IAM RoadSmart entitled
Driver Education – What More Can Be Learned?
Whilst legislation around the need for driver risk management is
very clear and already in place, application has proven difficult.
This has resulted in a lack of clarity around the minimum standards
required to be compliant. Many companies check that their drivers
have the appropriate licences and consider that their responsibility
ends there. In some cases they may employ technology to monitor
driver behaviour but typically this is used more as a way of
maximising operational efficiency as opposed to improving safety.
Businesses and organisations may argue that with 90-95% of
collisions caused by human error they are absolved from any
responsibility for poor driving, pushing the blame down to the
driver as an individual.
Find a copy of the report at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/
DRIVE ON THE LEFT CAMPAIGN
I guess this is not just a problem in Scotland but they have taken the initiative in terms of
reminding visitors that we drive on the left. They have used their own figures which indicate that
the ‘inexperience of driving on the left’ was recorded as a contributory factor in 65 collisions in
2018.
The ‘Drive on the Left’ campaign addresses issues faced by those
who are not used to the concept of driving on the left or on single
track roads. As part of the campaign, a ‘Driving in Scotland’ tourist
information leaflet will be distributed to those picking up a hire car
– while an electronic version will be issued at the time of booking.
The leaflet provides information on a range of different road safety
issues in six different languages, including German, French and
Polish and Hire Car Users will also be given a ‘Drive on the Left’
wristband, to be worn on their left wrist, which is available in eight
different languages, and ‘Drive on the Left’ in-car stickers.
COUPLE OF IMPORTANT DATES
Project EDWARD – A European day without a road death which was first introduced in 2016 takes
place this year on Thursday 26th September. For more information https://projectedward.eu/ It is
noted that around 70 people are killed each day on Europe’s Roads each day.
The World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims takes place on the third Sunday in
November every year as the appropriate acknowledgment of victims of road traffic crashes and
their families. This year the date will be Sunday 17th November
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MOTORWAY CAMPAIGN
Highways England has launched a new campaign to help drivers adapt to smart motorways. Smart
Motorways were first introduced in 2014 and use variable
speed limits to manage traffic and tackle stop-start
congestion whilst increasing the available capacity of the
road. The hard shoulder is turned into an ‘active lane’,
with gantry signs displaying a red X indicating if a lane is
closed. It is estimated that approximately 400 miles of
motorway have already been converted – with more set to
follow and by 2020 this could well be 25% of the motorway
network in England. The #KeepUsAllMoving campaign
highlights four areas which Highways England says are
essential to staying safe on smart. Motorists are particularly being asked not to ignore red X signs.
Legislation introduced in June 2019 means that drivers who ignore red X signs can be handed a £100
fine and three penalty points. The campaign also encourages drivers to ‘wise up to breaking down’
– including guidance to help drivers know what to do in an emergency.

BRAKE PARLIAMENTARIAN OF THE YEAR
Maria Eagle, MP for Garston and Halewood, has been named Parliamentarian of the Year by road
safety charity Brake, recognising her efforts in the fight to ban older
tyres on public service vehicles. An ongoing campaign is looking to
outlaw tyres over the age of 10 years from buses and coaches – and has
culminated in a Government consultation on the issue, launched last
month. If supported the potential ban could come into effect as soon
as 2020. The award was presented in the House of Commons at the
annual BRAKE Reception which also honoured the many volunteers to
devote much of their spare time in promoting road safety throughout
the UK.
BLIND SPOT MIRROR
Good afternoon Graham.
“I have just emailed the company that produce the blind spot mirror
marketed by ALL Ride and used throughout the driving instructor industry.
I until recently positioned the mirror as shown on the packaging to be
attached to the top of the side mirror however, approaching a main road
one day my student dutifully looked and proceeded to emerge with a car
approaching from the left, no issue occurred as we got our car stopped
but the student said they did not see the car approaching, after the lesson
I retraced the route and discovered that the blind spot mirror obscured
the area where the car would have been from the left, I have since fitted
the blind spot mirror to the bottom of the side mirror (as seen) where I
can still use it for checking behind, even more so now we have to practice
moving off from the right, and the student has a full view of the road
from the left. I hope you can (if you think it's relevant) spread the word about this probable danger.
I have asked the manufacturing company to look at re-designing the fixing bracket to make the BS
mirror waterproof and aesthetically pleasing when fitted”
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MOTORWAY SIGN IN FOREIGN LANGUAGES
Highways England has started giving roadworks information in nine foreign languages on several of
its portable electronic variable messages signs.
The system works with an automatic number plate
reader in the side of the road warning the electronic
sign that a foreign lorry is approaching and the sign then
selecting an appropriate foreign language message such
as ‘M6 J.44 Cerrado’ – ‘closed’ in Spanish.
The pilot is taking place in Cumbria where £7 million of
improvements are taking place along the M6 north of
Carlisle. The latest phase of the work is focused on the
roundabout at busy junction 44 of the motorway and
lorry drivers are being warned in German, French,
Polish, Romanian, Dutch, Spanish, Lithuanian, Slovak
and Hungarian when the roundabout is closed for the
overnight work.
It is believed to be the first time in the UK that electronic signs have been used in this way to get
information to continental truckers.
FRAUDSTERS TAKING DRIVING TESTS
The Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA) figures have revealed a steep increase in recent
years in the number of people illegally standing in for real candidates when it comes to taking the
theory and practical tests. In all there were 889 cases of theory and practical exam fraud across the
UK in 2018/19, compared to 755 in 2014/15 and the agency firmly believes better detection is a
factor in the increasing numbers caught trying to cheat.
Some candidates appear to be prepared to pay hundreds of
pounds to cheat the system and get someone else to stand in
for them so they can get a full driving licence. Figures
mentioned such as £800 to get someone to stand in and take
the theory test and £1,600 to be impersonated in the
practical test is not uncommon. However it has been made
clear that fraudsters can expect a prison sentence if they are
caught and the Driving Vehicle Standards Authority (DVSA) is
getting better at catching these people. Recently where a
person asked a friend to go and sit his theory test for him because he couldn't be bothered leaving
his work was caught out and sentenced to two months in prison."
Neil Greig, from IAM Roadsmart commenting, said:
"It's ironic. If you paid that money for a driving instructor then you could perfectly legally
get yourself a driving licence. We think it is very dangerous because there is clear evidence
that people who are driving illegally are more likely to be involved in hit-and-run accidents.
It invalidates their insurance and MOT. Once you start driving illegally it does lead you
down a bit of a dangerous path for other drivers as well."
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ELECTRIC CHARGEPOINT INFRASTRUCTURE GATHERING PACE
The Department for Transport (DfT) has allocated £37m to 12 projects designed to help transform
electric vehicle chargepoint infrastructure. Each scheme is set to receive a share of the funding to
deliver innovations including wireless, solar-powered and high speed charging technologies.
Amongst some of the projects funded to date include:
Urban Foresight, a smart city consultancy, has been awarded
over £3m to roll-out ‘pop-up’ chargers built into the pavement to
provide discreet, safe and low-cost charging solutions for electric
vehicle drivers without access to off-street parking.
Char.gy, an electric charging company, has been awarded over
£2.3m to develop wireless charging technology on residential
streets without the need for trailing cables and additional
infrastructure.
The DfT is subsidising a scheme to leverage existing Virgin Media
physical and online infrastructure to deliver cost-effective and
widespread charging, using high speed internet connections to
better share information online on charging progress and parking
spaces.
Other schemes include installing chargepoints in car parks to allow for mass charging at night, and
an advanced electronics project that will deliver semi-rapid charging using a low power grid
connection minimising the need for costly sub-station upgrades.
The Government has also now formally announced plans to change its building regulations to ensure
every new residential property with an associated car parking space has an electric vehicle
chargepoint. The legislative change is currently out to consultation until the 7th October 2019
having been muted several months ago.
ELECTRIC SCOOTERS ILLEGAL
The Department for Transport (DfT) is meeting with the industry to discuss issues around electric
scooters following what is thought to be the first UK road death involving someone riding one.
The DfT want e-scooter retailers to remind the public that the law
currently forbids riding them on the road or pavements in the UK.
The only place they can be ridden is on private land, with the
permission of the landowner. Riders face a £300 fixed-penalty
notice and six points on their driving licence for using e-scooters on
the road.
As Personal Light Electric Vehicles (PLEVs) they are treated as motor vehicles which means they are
subject to the same requirements such as MOT, tax, licensing and construction requirements
including visible rear red lights, number plates and signalling ability. These electric scooters do not
have these and so are not legal for use on the roads. An electric scooter, or e-scooter, is similar to
a traditional children's scooter but with a motor attached.
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ROAD SAFETY STATEMENT 2019
The long awaited new and revised Road Safety Statement has finally been published along with, as
one would expect a number of bodies and organisations being critical of what they consider is
missing but then to have too much in one go would probably lead to it gathering dust on the shelf
rather than it being a manageable set of attainable objective for the coming two years. One thing
for certain is that there is no mention of casualty reduction targets – not that we ever thought
there would be as the Government has made it very clear that this does not form part of its
strategy. In the foreword from Michael Ellis MP, Roads Minister he says
“We want to move the UK towards an
integrated approach to road safety. It is
important to be clear what this means, it is not
a matter of specific targets, dates or timelines.
It is a commitment to the idea that road deaths
and casualties are not merely the result of poor
driving, centrally relevant though that is, but

of a transport system as a whole, from signage
to road user education, from enforcement to
infrastructure design and construction. The
effect of this approach should be to raise
standards and improve coordination, so that
avoidable road deaths and injuries are reduced
to an absolute minimum.”

Contained within the statement 74 points for action in the next two years across a range of heading
which include:
















Young Road Users
Young Adults
Adults staying within the Law
Third Age Adults (ageing population)
Fleets and People who Drive for Work
Safer Heavy Goods Vehicles
Safer Motorcyclist

Emissions and Air Quality
Automated Vehicles
Rural Roads
Strategic Road Network
Urban Areas and the Environment
Road Collisions
Building Foundations for the Future

To mention a few of things; the Road Safety Statement
brings to the fore once again the issue of penalty
points for the failure to wear a seat belt especially
given that 27% of fatalities in 2017 occurred to people
who were not doing so.
It also gives a commitment to look again at the
introduction of some form of Graduated Licensing
favoured by many in principle but arguments still rage
about the actual detail for new drivers along with
keeping the training and testing of drivers under
review indicating that we could well see some further
developments in this area.
It also recognises that we still need to do more to
counter those people who drink and drive or take
drugs and then drive especially give the projected fact
that fatalities for people involved in crashes in 2017
recorded a rise in the number of people over the drink
drive limit.
Find a copy of the Statement at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/
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REVIEW INTO ROADS POLICING AND TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT COMING
Alongside the 74 key points within the Road Safety Statement comes the announcement of a 2 year
review, jointly funded by the Department for Transport (DfT)
and Highways England which will look at how roads policing
currently works, its effectiveness and where improvements
could be made or gaps bridged. The DfT will be looking at this
with the Home Office and the National Police Chiefs’ Council. A
pilot programme based on the review and consultation feedback
could begin next year and could test out new initiatives or ways
of working to see what works best in reducing road casualties.
Road Safety Minister Michael Ellis said:
We have strong laws in place to ensure people
are kept safe on our roads at all times. But
roads policing is a key deterrent in stopping
drivers breaking the law and risking their and
other people’s lives. This review will not only
highlight where police forces are doing good
work, it will show what more can be done to
improve road safety. The review will also look
at how the police and different agencies work

together, the information they share and how
improvements may increase capability and
capacity. It will also consider how best to police
roads in rural and urban areas and the strategic
road network. In order to find out what
currently works well, a call for evidence will be
launched
this
autumn.
Findings
and
recommendations will be ready in 2020.”

WHY LEARNERS FAIL THEIR DRIVING TEST
The Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA) have published the top 10 reasons why candidates
failed the new driving test in its first year. The most common faults made between 4th December
2017 and 3rd December 2018 which resulted in failure were:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Junctions – observation.
Mirrors – change direction.
Control – steering.
Junctions – turning right.
Move off – safely.
Response to signs – traffic lights.
Move off – control.
Positioning – normal driving.
Response to signs – road markings.
Reverse park – not in control.

There were for 368,047 test failures involving insufficient observation at junctions.
The faults being made in driving tests reflect the factors that cause many incidents on Great
Britain’s roads. Drivers failing to look properly contributed to 35,993 collisions in 2017. DVSA is
encouraging learner drivers to spend more time practising their driving skills and techniques in
these areas, using a variety of different roads, such as country roads and dual carriageways. They
also wish to encourage learners to spend more time practising driving in different road conditions,
such as driving in rain and driving in the dark.
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