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INTERESTING QUOTE 

“Parents who choose to not allow their children to walk to school on the grounds of safety – make it 

worse for all those that do!” 

GREY FLEET MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A new online grey fleet management system has been introduced by E-Training World. The system, 

an integrated feature of the firm's existing driver profiling and training systems, has been designed 

to simplify the management of grey fleet drivers by automating the process of confirming they are 

legal and compliant to use their own vehicle for business use. Drivers are asked to add their vehicle 

into the system before signing an e-declaration. They are then taken through a series of steps to 

upload documents - such as insurance covering business use - add document renewal dates and 

answer a range of compliance and safety questions tailored to each customer. The system then 

periodically emails the drivers asking them to renew their safety and compliance questions, as well 

as sending them reminders ahead of renewal dates to update their documentation, copying in the 

fleet manager for the final reminder. If a renewal date is missed, the system emails the driver, 

again copying in the fleet manager, to tell them they are no longer entitled to drive that vehicle 

for business travel. 

E-Training World managing director Graham Hurdle said:  

"We're delighted to be launching this new 

online system, which has been fully 

developed in-house to integrate seamlessly 

with our driver profiling and e-driver training 

systems. The idea behind it is that companies 

struggling with grey fleet management can 

relax and pass that onerous task onto our 

system, which will manage it for them with 

automated processes. We are also offering a 

separate document validation service to 

physically check each document to ensure the 

uploaded document matches both the driver 

and vehicle, plus to see if the insurance 

covers business use. The system also allows 

drivers of company-provided vehicles to add 

their details too. In this instance, we can 

tailor the system differently. Rather than 

asking company vehicle drivers to upload 

documentation which isn't necessary, instead 

it can ask them to answer different 

compliance and safety questions covering 

vehicle safety checks and whether, for 

example, they have read the driver handbook 

or company car policy.As with all of our 

systems, the beauty of it is how configurable 

it is to meet each company's unique needs 

and processes." 
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SAFER PEOPLE VEHICLES ROADS 2020 

The Graham Feest Consultancy has announced seven of the dates and locations for the conference 

style events next year which are to be marketed under the new title of Safer People Vehicle and 

Roads 2020 fitting into the themes as set out in the 2019 British Road Safety Statement.  

There will be one more added to this list almost certainly based in the 

Midlands.  

These events carry SoRSA Accreditation for CPD requirements and will 

continue to be based on the philosophy of High Value at an affordable Low 

Cost. Maximum numbers vary at each location and an early bird discount 

is always available but generally expires four to six week prior to the 

event. Currently you can book for the event in Newmarket but by the end 

of next month bookings for the other locations will come on stream. The 

cost of booking using the early bird discount amounts to a £30.00 saving 

on the full price. 

The dates and locations for 2020 arranged so far include 

 
Newmarket Monday 27th January 2020 Bedford Lodge Hotel 
Bristol Monday 10th February 2020 Holiday Inn City Centre 

Lincoln Monday 2nd March 2020 The Lincoln Hotel 
Stirling Monday 20th April 2020 Colessio Hotel Stirling 
Sheffield Monday 15th June 2020 Kenwood Hall Hotel 

Portsmouth Monday 18th May 2020 Langstone Hotel, Hayling Island 
Hull Monday 28th September 2020 

 
 

PARKLET 
 
A parklet is a small pavement extension, usually covering one or two car parking spaces, designed 
to add green open space to dense urban environments. They provide space for people to sit, relax 
and enjoy the area around them – with other benefits including making streets more pleasant for 
walking and cycling. Their popularity in the UK is increasing, since they were first introduced in 
Hackney in 2015. 
 
 
 
They provide places to stop and rest, 
meaning that people who might normally 
struggle to get around have the confidence to 
walk further than usual. They also provide a 
space for children to play and for residents to 
chat. The whole community can benefit from 
a place dominated by community spirit rather 
than cars and congestion.  
 

 

 
A new ‘how to’ guide in conjuction with Living Streets has been published to help people in London 
set up a pocket park – or ‘parklet’ – on their street. 
 
Find a copy of the guide at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/ 
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 REPORTED ROAD CASUALTIES 2018 FINAL 
 
The final casualty figures for 2018 have now been published and have resulted in a few changes to 
the provisional figures previously shown in earlier editions of the newsletter along with some added 
information. 
 
The final figures show 1,784 people were killed on roads in Great Britain in 2018 - down 1% from 
the 1,793 reported in 2017.  
 
There were 25,511 serious injuries in 2018 - up by 3% from 2017 (24,831). However, the DfT points 
out that this figure is not comparable to earlier years due to changes in casualty reporting methods, 
introduced in 2016. 
 
In contrast, the total number of road casualties fell to its lowest level in 2018 - down 6% to 
160,597. 
 
Looking at road user type, car occupants accounted for 44% of road deaths in 2018 (777), 
pedestrians 26% (456), motorcyclists 20% (354) and pedal cyclists 6% (99). 
 

Of the 777 car occupants killed, 26% were found not to be wearing a 
seatbelt - equating to more than 200 deaths. It is the second consecutive year this figure has 

been more than a quarter - following the 27% reported in 2017. See chart showing the number of 
deaths in recent years due to people NOT wearing a seatbelt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The  percentage of fatalities in collisions with 'exceeding the speed limit' or 'travelling too fast for 
conditions' as a contributory factor has fallen below 20% for the first time since 2010. In 2018, 
speed was a factor in 18% of road deaths - a year-on-year fall of 2% - and 6% below the 2010-14 
baseline figures (24%). 
 
Find a copy of the latest final figures at  
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/road-casualties-great-britain-2018/ 
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The Secretary for State for Transport has announced an urgent review of SMART Motorways. 

More about this in the December Issue 
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HOW TECHNOLOGY IS IMPROVING BUS DRIVER AND PASSENGER SAFETY 

(Adapted from a recent article which was published by SMMT) 

According to government bus data statistics around five billion bus or coach journeys a year are 

made in the UK, with around 160,000 PSVs and 103,000 bus drivers. As with any sector safety is 

paramount – keeping drivers and passengers safe is hugely important to any public transport 

operator both in terms of vehicle monitoring and keeping occupants of the vehicle safe too – a 

situation in which advanced technology systems can play a part.  

 

One of the biggest advances in recent years has been the use of GPS-based technology to monitor 

buses and track their movements – a system originally put into practice to allow live data to be fed 

across routes making life easier for passengers. Such automatic vehicle location technology can also 

be used in the event of a collision as it enables the operator to know the exact location of a vehicle 

and alert the emergency services. Most software packages also allow for geographic ‘fencing’, 

which automatically alerts the transport manager if a vehicle goes beyond its predefined 

boundaries. This not only enables operators to ensure vehicles aren’t used on unauthorised routes 

but will also help with vehicle tracking and recovery should a bus be stolen. 

Then there’s driver assistance technology which uses camera and radar systems in conjunction with 

GPS to help drivers avoid incidents. 

In February this year, bus operator Abellio completed a 12-month trial of Mobileye collision 

avoidance technology on 66 buses. The system was fitted to buses running on three of the 48 routes 

that Abellio operates on behalf of Transport for London. The technology fitted warns the driver of 

an impending collision with a pedestrian, cyclist, motorcycle or other vehicle (Forward Collision 

Warning and Pedestrian and Cyclist Collision Warning). It also warns the driver if the distance from 

the vehicle ahead becomes unsafe (Headway Monitoring and Warning), of unintentional lane 

deviation (Lane Departure Warning) and of exceeding the speed limit (Speed Limit indicator and 

Traffic Sign Recognition). 

The trial funded by the Transport for London Safety Innovation Fund found that avoidable collisions 

were reduced by 29% and injuries to passengers on-board the buses were reduced by 60%. The 

latter was partly down to a recorded reduction in heavy braking thanks to the driver alert systems 

on-board. 
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Continued on next page 

 

HOW TECHNOLOGY IS IMPROVING BUS DRIVER AND PASSENGER SAFETY (Continued) 

Tony Wilson, Managing Director of Abellio London said: 

“Safety and driving standards are our top 
priority and we’re delighted to have trialled 
the technology on three of our London routes.  
The system gives oral and visual alerts to 
drivers that allow them to react — reducing 

incidents and keeping everyone safe in the 
communities we are proud to serve. It is 
imperative that bus companies pursue 
investment in this kind of innovative safety 
technology.” 

 

Driver behaviour is also important to the safety of drivers and passengers and recent advances in 

telematics have made it much easier for transport offices to monitor how well vehicles are driven 

and identify where drivers may need additional training. Vehicle telematics data tracks information 

such as speed, instances of hard braking, cornering and overall smoothness of driving. Managers can 

set speed thresholds and receive real-time alerts when a driver surpasses the threshold, and can 

collate the data to recognise when there may be repeat offenders. Driver monitoring tools also 

allow for easy identification of trends that determine whether a driver is improving or not, helping 

fleet managers to guide drivers. One of the challenges with such systems and also with video 

monitoring of drivers is the notion of a ‘spy-in-the-cab’-something that a lot of drivers feel 

uncomfortable about. However the recordings can help with driver safety as well as record any 

incidents in which an insurance claim is necessary thereby helping the operator understand the 

circumstances behind a claim. One operator that has used driver monitoring cameras effectively is 

Reading Buses, which has installed them in its fleet since 2015. It has just renewed its contract 

with telematics provider MiX Telematics to cover its entire fleet. 

John Bickerton - Head of Engineering and Innovation for Reading Buses said 

 “We’ve found the solution simple to use and it 
has helped us promote safer and more fuel 
efficient driving behaviour amongst our drivers. 
The way in which it operates is easily 
communicated to staff, and with a 59% 

reduction in harsh acceleration and 14 percent 
reduction in harsh braking events the system 
has proven itself thoroughly over the past three 
years – and our mystery travellers ‘smoothness 
of driving’ score is now at an all-time high.” 

 

Often the best way to implement safe driving practices across all drivers is to ensure they receive 

the best training possible before setting out on the road. Technology can play a role here as some 

driver training systems support training through the use of map-linked video footage allowing 

drivers to do a large chunk of their training from the comfort of their own home. National Express 

West Midlands uses a training system from software-based training company, Trapeze. Its Driver 

Training Manager Pat Hughes is a former bus driver himself and he uses the NOVUS Driver Training 

System to help improve driver confidence, skill and route awareness. Through simulation the 

system enables drivers to study and learn routes in the safety and comfort of a classroom or home 

environment improving route knowledge and hazard awareness before getting behind the wheel. 

Pat is responsible for filming all bus routes operated by National Express in the West Midlands then 

editing the video and adding commentaries for the driver training software and firmly believes that 

investments in new buses and new technology should be welcomed by drivers – who sometimes view 

new equipment like cameras with caution. 

 “When I get news that a route is changing I go 
out and film it, edit the video and add a 
commentary, then upload it. It’s very handy for 
drivers so they can use the software when a 
route changes and watch the video of the route 
and they can familiarise themselves with it. It’s 

about helping them get to know a route before 
they drive it so they feel confident when they 
come to do so in real life. Drivers need to 
understand that the technology is there to help 
them, rather than work against them” 
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DEER ON THE ROADS 
 
Highways England, Country Land and Business Association (CLA) and The Deer 
Initiative are working together to warn motorists about the heightened risk of 
deer-vehicle collisions in the autumn months.  
 
Around two million deer are currently living wild in the UK. October through to 
December is considered a high-risk period as deer is on the move for the 
autumn mating season, also known as the rut. The highest risk of a deer-vehicle 
collision occurring is said to be between sunset and midnight and the hours 
shortly before a nd after sunrise.  
 
 

THE MOTORIST WILL PAY! 
 
More fear and fines for the motorists as Transport for West Midlands (TfWM) has put together plans 
to run a pilot using moving traffic violation enforcement powers in partnership with the local 
police. These powers are provided under the Traffic Management Act 2004 and in England are 
currently held by the police outside London, while in Wales they have been rolled out to councils 
on request. 

 
The issue has long been a bone of contention and the Local 
Government Association (LGA) has lobbied government to 
grant councils the powers, which cover enforcement of 
parking, bus lanes and a range of moving traffic matters, 
including stopping in yellow boxes at junctions no doubt 
eventually controlled by cameras which do not really identify 
the real offender but just capture wheels within the hatched 
area without taking note of the circumstances and many fear 
they will be seen as a means to target people in order to 
raise revenue. 
 

TfWM are looking at not necessarily having the powers but working in partnership with West 
Midlands police to do a trial to help improve the situation on the road network by reducing 
incidents and show that we are reinvesting any money from fines for the benefit of the network and 
all its users. TfWM have put a paper together which has set out how they could run the trial and set 
out why it is important in line with their congestion management.' 
 
 

IDLING MOTORISTS 
 
Seven out of 10 drivers want to see councils doing more to tackle motorists who leave their engines 
running when parked. A survey of over 2,000 drivers undertaken by the RAC showed that 44% 
wanted councils to tell idling drivers to switch off their engines and then fine them if they refuse. 
 
Over a quarter (26%) said they should be told to switch off 
without being fined. Two per cent think offenders should be 
fined without any warning whatsoever. 
 
Responding to the RAC’s findings, the Local Government 
Association’s transport spokesman said  
 
“That fining drivers who leave their engines idling ‘is hard to enforce in practice'. Councils have 
prioritised changing behaviour by educating motorists which is often more effective than issuing 
fines. As part of their review of air quality legislation, the Government should look again at 
whether these powers are working how they are intended and whether they could be made simpler 
to use while still being fair to the motorist.” 
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80 MPH MOTORWAY SPEED - BACK ON AGENDA AGAIN  
 
It is understood that transport secretary Grant Shapps is exploring the idea of increasing the speed 
limit on motorways and some dual carriageways – having concluded that any increased pollution can 
be offset by the higher uptake of low-emission cars. 
 
The story so far: 
 

It would not be the first time a Conservative 
Government has expressed a desire to 
increase the speed limit on motorways. 
 
A 80mph limit was last proposed in 2011, 
when Philip Hammond, the then transport 
secretary, said he wanted the motorway 
speed limit to reflect the reality of modern 
vehicles and driving conditions, not those of 
50 years ago. However, the plans were 
eventually scrapped, amid fears the move 
could lead to more collisions and undermine 
emissions targets. 

In 2011, a coalition of road safety charities 
and environmental organisations launched a 
campaign against the Government plans – 
suggesting the move would result in more 
collisions and casualties and not be in line 
with the effort of reducing carbon emissions. 
 
However with more electric vehicles coming 
on line the current Government believes 
environmental concerns have been answered 
but the question about safety will almost 
certainly remain. 

 
 

Speaking at the Conservative Party conference, Mr Shapps said  
 

“When the issue was last reviewed in 2011 ministers decided against increasing the limits due to 
environmental concerns. I think there is an argument for 
looking at our speed limits, both in terms of higher speed 
limits and lower limits in certain locations. When it was 
last looked at in 2011 it was thought the carbon emission 
addition would be too great. Since I am a driver of an 
electric car myself I got to thinking about whether that 
would still be the case. I think there is an argument that 
once you have increased the level of electrification and 
therefore decreased or entirely removed carbon that you 
might look again.” 
 

While the current Government believes environmental concerns may have been and will be further 
answered the question about safety will almost certainly remain and the Government will almost 
certainly be up against increasing the limit from the majority of road safety organisations. 
 

 
AUSTRALIA TO USE MOBILE PHONE ENFORCEMENT CAMERAS 

 
The world’s first mobile phone detection cameras will be rolled out in New South Wales, Australia, 
by the end of the year to crack down on drivers illegally using their phones. During a recent six-
month Government pilot using the safety technology more than 8.5 million vehicles were checked 
and 100,000 drivers were found to be using their phones illegally. 
 

Independent modelling has shown that the cameras could 
prevent around 100 fatal and serious injury crashes over five 
years. Drivers who are caught face being fined $344 (£190 
approx) and five demerit points after the three month run in 
period. 
 

The cameras will include fixed and relocatable trailer-mounted versions. The transportable 
cameras will move across a network of locations state-wide and will be capable of targeting illegal 
mobile phone use anywhere and at any time. 
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THE END OF PETROL AND DIESEL VEHICLES 

 
The transport secretary has suggested the proposed 2040 petrol car sales ban could be 
implemented sooner. 
 
Grant Shapps said:  
 

“We must go further to protect our environment and improve our competitive edge. As you 
may know, we’ve already committed to ending the sale of new petrol and diesel cars by 
2040. However, if we’re to become the world-leader in green technology, we must always 
be looking to expand our ambitions. I’d therefore like to see government look again at the 
2040 target, and thoroughly explore the case for bringing this date forward. The 
government’s advisory Committee on Climate Change has said 2035 is a date for which we 
should aim. We will need to test the arguments and work in partnership with industry to 
examine how to proceed.” 

 
The Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy Committee suggested moving the ban to 2032, as well 
as rewording it so hybrid vehicles were incorporated into the ban. That would mean all new cars 
would have to become fully electric or hydrogen-powered when the ban comes into force. The 
Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT), labelled the committee’s plan “unrealistic”, 
saying the 2040 ban is already “extremely challenging”. And the RAC said a 2032 ban would need 
government support to make it feasible. 
 
 

ROAD PRICING BACK ON THE AGENDA 
 
The Commons Transport Committee has said it wants to start a national debate about road pricing.   
It said this debate should come in advance of an inquiry to be formally announced early next year, 
when it will invite views from across the country ‘from drivers and non-drivers alike’ about the 
future of road-based transport. 
 
Committee chair Lilian Greenwood MP said:  
 
“It’s been almost 10 years since the last real 
discussion of national road pricing. In that 
time, we have become much more aware of 
the dangers of air pollution and congestion. 
Parliament declared a climate emergency in 
May and local councils have begun to do the 
same. This requires a serious response, 
including rethinking how we manage our road 
network. Also we cannot ignore the looming 
fiscal black hole. We need to ask how we will 

pay for roads in the future and in answering 
that question we have an opportunity for a 
much wider debate about our use of road 
space, cutting carbon emissions, tackling 
congestion, modal shift and how we prioritise 
active travel. This isn’t about pricing drivers 
off the road; it’s about making sure that as 
many people as possible have a say in future 
plans so that we can manage the changes to 
come.” 

 
The committee said that in early 2020 it will investigate whether national road pricing should be a 
part of that future but that it wants the public to begin the discussion now. Issues to be considered 
will include pros and cons of road pricing including the economic, environmental and social 
impacts. 
 
With the emphasis on reducing air pollution and the whole active travel agenda just maybe this is a 
way to make drivers think twice about using the car providing the alternatives are both practical 
and affordable. At the same time whilst all these small contributions add up to protecting the 
planet perhaps what is also needed is what impact a person will be making ion the grand scheme if 
they leave the car at home more frequently. 
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MUSIC TEMPO 
 

A new study by Moneybarn has confirmed suspicions that the music you listen to whilst driving has 
an effect on the way in which you drive and in particular drivers listening to higher tempo songs are 
more likely to drive erratically. 
 
Two genres were tested in the study – rock music and light music. Ten tracks were chosen, with 
tempo for the selected rock songs all above 120 beats per minute (BPM) while the light music songs 
were all below 80 BPM. 
 
Topping the list of “most dangerous” songs was Green Day’s American Idiot, with 189 BPM and Led 
Zeppelin’s Stairway to Heaven was named the “least dangerous.” 
 
According to researchers: “This paper presents the study on the association between in-vehicle 
music listening, physiological and psychological response, and driving performance, using the 
driving simulator approach, with which personality (temperament) was considered. 
 
Results of mixed analysis of variance indicated that the effects of music genre and driver character 
on driving performance were significant. The arousal level perceived mental workload, standard 
deviation of speed, and frequency of lane crossing were higher when driving under the influence of 
rock music than that when driving under the influence of light music or an absence of music. 
 
Rank Top 5 most dangerous driving songs  Top 5 safest driving songs 
 
1 American Idiot – Green Day   Stairway to Heaven – Led Zeppelin 
2 Party in the U.S.A – Miley Cyrus   Under the Bridge – Red Hot Chili Peppers 
3 Mr. Brightside – The Killers   God’s Plan – Drake 
4 Don’t Let Me Down – The Chainsmokers  Africa – Toto 
5 Born to Run – Bruce Springsteen   Location – Khalid 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Studies have shown that music with a BPM 
greater than 120 can result in faster driving 
speeds and more traffic violations and songs 
with high-energy can also impact driving 
safety. Based on this information the radio 
stations which are the most dangerous to 
listen to using a random selection of the 
songs they choose to play are indicated in 
the table and based on the information 
from the study.   
 
Stereotypically “rock” based stations take 2 
of the top 3 spots, with high tempo and 
energy being a staple of rock music. 
 
Classic FM is the safest station, with 80% of 
songs being below the threshold for energy 
and tempo. 
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DON ISHERWOOD 
 
It is with regret that I inform you, if the news had not already found its way in your direction that a 

well-respected Road Safety Officer, Don Isherwood passed away 
unexpectedly on 27th September 2019 at the age of aged 63 years. 
 
Don Isherwood started his road safety career at Wigan Council in 1978, 
followed by spells at Lancashire County Council and Manchester City 
Council. In 1990, Don joined Salford City Council, where he was to spend 
the next 21 years of his professional life – rising to the position of road 
safety manager. 
 
Following redundancy in 2011, Don spent two years at Blackburn with 
Darwen Council, before retiring in 2013. 
 

 
 

PARKING ON THE PAVEMENT 
 

A total Ban on Parking on the Pavement has moved a step closer with Scotland voting to approving 
their Transport Bill. The Bill contains provisions to prohibit pavement parking – which is not 
currently a specific offence in Scotland. It replaces existing laws on obstruction and pavement 
parking which have previously been described as ‘unenforceable’. 
 
Living Streets Scotland has applauded the ‘historic’ decision 
and urged England and Wales to follow suit. 
 
Parking on footways or pavements was banned in London in 
1974, and is prohibited for large goods vehicles across England. 
In April this year, the Transport Committee launched an inquiry 
to explore the problem of pavement parking in England and 
consider possible solutions and last  
month the Committee concluded the Government should 
introduce a nationwide ban. 
 
Meanwhile in Wales the Welsh Government is putting together an ‘expert group’ to explore ways of 
clamping down on illegal parking – as well as pavement parkers. 
 
 

CONCERNS ABOUT THE SHORTAGE OF HGV DRIVERS 
 
Not for the first time has industry been concerned about the shortage of HGV Drivers and the FTA 
has again voiced its concerned about the ongoing and increasing shortage in the UK which they 
estimate to be somewhere around 59,000 meaning that 64% of transport and storage businesses now 
face severe skills shortages.  
 
A spokesperson for the FTA has said 
 
 “The shortage of HGV drivers in the UK has continued to worsen, with 59,000 of them now urgently 
needed to keep goods moving across the UK. The combination of an ageing workforce, low 
unemployment, declining EU net migration and difficulties attracting new candidates to the sector 
has created the perfect storm of driver shortages.” 
 
According to a recent report, 60% of HGV drivers are over the age of 44 and only 19% are under the 
age of 35. The number of HGV drivers is down 16,000 or 5.0% year-on-year. Too few young people 
are considering a career as a HGV driver; there are several reasons for this, including a lack of 
understanding of the industry, poor sector image, working hours and lack of quality driver facilities. 
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IS IT A CRASH OR AN ACCIDENT 
Andrew Fraser Former Road Safety Officer of Falkirk Council responds and puts forward the case 
that “ACCIDENT” is the appropriate term following the article in September Newsletter when 

RoadPeace were coming out strongly in favour using the word “CRASH”  
 
 
In the September 2019 edition of Traffic 
Safety Roads, the article “It's a crash, not an 
accident” refers to the pressure group, 
RoadPeace (RP)'s demand that policy makers 
and the media use “an appropriate, 
constructive and accurate terminology such 
as crash or collision” instead of “accident” 
when referring to road traffic accidents 
(RTAs). 

 
 
While most on-line dictionaries define 
“crash” as a loud noise, Collins' English 
Dictionary describes “crash” as an accident in 
which a moving vehicle hits something, etc. 
and that a “collision” occurs when a moving 
vehicle “crashes” into something.  For 
“crash” (v.) the Cambridge English Dictionary 
provides “have an accident”, and for 
“collision” it provides “accident”. 
For “accident” Collins' provides “An accident 
happens when a vehicle hits a person, an 
object person, or another vehicle causing 
injury or damage”, and Cambridge provides 
the more general “something bad that 
happens that is not expected or intended and 
that often damages something or injures 
someone”. 
 
So, setting aside “collision”, why does RP 
consider “crash” more appropriate, 
constructive and accurate than “accident”, 
when some dictionaries regard the terms as 
synonymous?  RP's “briefing sheet”, “CRASH 
not accident”, may provide an answer.  RP 
asserts that the term “accident” presumes 
innocence or guilt, excuses law breaking and 
risk taking, contributes to discrimination 
against road accident victims, aggravates the 
suffering of the bereaved and undermines 
accident prevention efforts.  However, if that 

is true, and “accident” and “crash” are 
synonymous, then doesn't “crash” do the 
same?  Here be nonsense. 
      
To justify its demand, RP quotes a number of 
authorities in variety of disciplines, none of 
whom appear to have taken the trouble to 
consult a dictionary, and only one of whom 
may actually have any responsibility for, or 
experience in, road accident reduction.  Most 
seem to consider that “accident” implies an 
event which cannot be avoided, which must 
be news to the RoSPA. 
Most tellingly, perhaps, RP fails to point out 
that Davis & Pless' 2001 “ban accidents” 
editorial in the BMJ was immediately 
rejected by Green in the same publication, 
and RP seems not to be aware that what 
evidence there is suggests that the use of the 
term “crash” can actually extend PTSD in 
those prone to it. 
 
In fact, RP's demand may be symptomatic of a 
returning blame culture, despite the warnings 
of luminaries Sir Alker Tripp, J.J.L. Leeming, 
Frank Ferudi, Kenneth Ogden and transport 
correspondent Ben Webster.  Road traffic 
accidents are complex events. Simply blaming 
drivers and taking revenge upon them may be 
convenient (and occasionally justifiable) but 
the danger in doing so is that other treatable 
factors may be overlooked, or may not even 
be sought.  
As the Department for Transport is aware, 
there are many reasons why we should retain 
“accident” as the appropriate term, but not 
enough space to list them here.  For bona 
fide road accident investigators, perhaps one 
of the most important is Elvik and Vaa's 
conclusion that: ““Accident” is the right word 
for a road “crash”, precisely because it 
connotes randomness …  It is, however, a 
serious misunderstanding to suggest that 
randomness as such implies that accidents 
cannot be prevented”. 
 
In fact, accident is well understood by the 
public, crash is simply 
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VISION AND DRIVING 
Why being able to read a number plate just isn’t good enough 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There will be many who will agree with the statement that “Why being able to read a number plate 
just isn’t good enough” and over the years we have been seeking ways in which the current 
eyesight requirement for driving could be made more realistic. 
 
Currently to be able to read a number plate at 20.5 metres is considered to be good enough and 
there is certainly a lack of evidence which suggests that poor or fading eyesight is a major factor in 
crashes. How valuable is it anyway that I can read a number plate at 20 metres – what I want to see 
and I want other to see is that I am there so please do not ride into my rear end or please do not 
pull out in front of me! 
 
All that said we seem to shut our eyes (excuse the pun) to improving or making the requirement 
more realistic. Some countries now require you to have an eyesight examination by a professional 
practitioner which has to be submitted with your driving licence application. Such a test not only 
looks at your ability to see ahead but also examines your peripheral vision which many would see as 
a fundamental requirement when it comes to reading and scanning the road. We also know from 
research that from around the age of 45 years eye sight tends to deteriorate a factor of which I am 
very aware in my own situation when around that age I was struggling to read the numbers in the 
crossword grid and now I find it difficult now to read normal sized text without glasses although I 
do not as yet need them for driving – a question I ask every time I am called for an appointment.  
 
Of course the whole process is not helped by the cost of both an eyesight test and any subsequent 
prescription which is required and it would be easy to ask a question as to whether eye sight testing 
and glasses should be free for all as part of the NHS and point of delivery. However I guess there 
will be questions as to whether fading eyesight is a health related issue when it comes to who 
should pay. 
 
Recently and not for the first time GEM Motoring Assist says the current eyesight test for drivers is 
long out of date and not fit for purpose and is calling for a detailed check of every driver’s visual 
acuity and field of view every 10 years. They estimate that poor eyesight is linked to more than 
3,000 fatal and serious injury collisions every year. Accordingly they believe it is entirely practical 
and sensible to require a test of visual acuity and field of view every 10 years, something that 
would fit in with licence renewal. They promote the concept that tests of this kind would also play 
a vital role in the early diagnosis of many other costly medical conditions, irrespective of driving. 
 
There is no doubt that we need to get people into the system which will at least then ensure they 
get followed up every couple of years and that might just be the motivation which is needed to get 
people to have their eyes checked regularly.  
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LAWS ON DRUGS IN SCOTLAND 
 
Laws on drug driving, and a new roadside testing are set to come into effect in Scotland – bringing 

the nation in line with England and Wales. 

 

From 21st October 2019 Scotland will adopt a ‘zero tolerance approach’ to the eight drugs most 

associated with illegal use – including cocaine, cannabis, ketamine, ecstasy, heroin and 

diamorphine – with limits set at a level where any claims of accidental exposure can be ruled out. 

 

 

NEW SPEED CAMPAIGN IN THE CAPITAL 

 

Transport for London has launched a new campaign ‘Watch Your Speed’ which is designed to 

generate an understanding among drivers of the wider impact of speeding – including the effect it 

has on their passengers. A recent survey carried out by YouGov shows nearly two thirds (61%) of car 

passengers have felt uncomfortable with speed when driven by a friend or family member and 

almost 30% of car passengers feel uncomfortable asking a friend or family member to slow down. 

 

The campaign supports TfL’s wider work on reducing speed-related collisions across the Capital, 

including new 20mph speed limits to be introduced in central London early next year. 

 

 

DRIVER 2020 

 

TRL is seeking to identify upwards of 12,000 learner drivers under the age of 25 years and is asking  

Driving instructors to help recruit students for a new research project which aims to help newly-

qualified drivers when they begin driving post-test. Driver2020 is investigating interventions 

targeted at learners and novice drivers in a series of controlled tests. The project aims to 

understand how learner drivers react to different training approaches and the effect they have on 

their driving. 

 

If you are a driver trainer and want to be involved then go to https://driver2020.co.uk/ for more 

information and to register your involvement. 

  

 

INSTITUTE OF MASTER TUTORS OF DRIVING 

 

The Institute of Master Tutors of Driving (IMTD) has just published the details for their next meeting 

on Sunday 1st December 2019 which will be taking place at the Holiday Inn, Coventry easily located 

just off junction 2 of the M6 and where it also intersects with the M69. The meeting mainly for (but 

not exclusively) driver trainers and commences at 10.00a.m. concluding at 1.00p.m. Speakers 

include Professor David Crundall from Nottingham Trent University and Dr Shenna Johnson from the 

Alliance Manchester Business School supported by items of topical driver training and road safety 

matters. 

 

A number of guest invitations are available and anyone who is interested should make contact with 

imtdchairman@grahamfeest.com in the first instance. 
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GREEN NUMBER PLATES 
 
 
The Government is considering the idea of using green licence plates to help councils identify and 

incentivise the drivers of the cleanest cars and it hopes that councils 

will provide free or cheaper parking for zero emission cars or even 

allow electric vehicles to drive in bus lanes. 

 

Transport secretary Grant Shapps said:  

 

 “Green number plates are a really positive and exciting way to help everyone recognise the 

increasing number of electric vehicles on our roads. By increasing awareness of these vehicles and 

the benefits they bring to their drivers and our environment, we will turbo-charge the zero 

emission revolution.” 

 

However as you might expect the Confederation of Passenger Transport (CPT) do not want any 

vehicles invading their space and say that allowing electric cars to drive in bus lanes shows a 

‘disconnect’ with the government's efforts to encourage more people to use public transport. 

 

 

The RAC have concerns about the loss of revenue which Local Councils will experience if Electric 

cars are allowed to park free and believe that the best way of encouraging drivers to "go electric" is 

for the Government to be providing the right financial incentives at the point of purchase and 

investing in better charging infrastructure.' 

 
 

BEWARE THOSE NOT SO AUTOMATIC LIGHTS 
 
Nick Stilwell has written to raise his concerns about the “The demonic "AUTO" lighting switch 
in your vehicle” 
 
Following my first journey this autumn, in the morning mist and fog, I feel compelled to write. 

 

I have been trying for many years to spread the word about the danger of the “Auto" lighting” 

switch in vehicles.  Unfortunately, it is a complete misnomer and leads to hazardous situations, 

particularly at this time of year.  Unbeknown to most or many, when lights are switched to “Auto”, 

most vehicles display NO rear lights at all and only Daytime Running Lights (DRL) at the front 

(UNLESS IT IS PITCH DARK!).  In other words, when it is misty and murky as is frequently the case at 

this time of year, there is no rearward warning of the dark shape looming up in the fog.  

 

Driving instructors, for example, need to reinforce this message.  I have witnessed car salesmen 

stating “just switch the lighting to Auto and you never need to touch them again” (complete 

rubbish!).  Friends and colleagues are amazed when I get on my high horse about the problem. It is 

a real challenge to get this message across.  How often have you passed a car thinking, "look at that 

idiot with no lights on," blissfully unaware that you are doing just the same. 

 

Do check to see what your car is displaying under these conditions if using the auto button. 
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GATHERING OF THE UK ROAD SAFETY NETWORK 

There has been an interested expressed by a number of people registered  as part of the UK Road 

Safety Network run by the Graham Feest Consultancy about an event which would bring people 

together for a day conference to include evening 

conference style dinner.  

Given that the UK Network has something around 1,000 

individually registered people along with a wider audience it 

is of course difficult to put such an event into a location 

which will suit everyone. 

This note to you explores whether such an event would 

receive a positive response. 

Concept 

This would be arranged for a weekend – ie Saturday rolling over into Sunday 

The day would start around 10.30a.m. on the Saturday and conclude about 4.30p.m. During the day 

a programme of speakers and interactive sessions in all aspects of Education, Engineering and 

Enforcement issues would be explored and debated. This would be followed by an evening dinner 

and the package would then include overnight accommodation. On the Sunday people would be 

free to rise when they wished have breakfast and leave. The Saturday session would be presented 

in such a manner that it would be compliant with any CPD requirements and a certificate of 

attendance would be issued. The weekend would also cater for any partners who wished to attend 

with an option for them to join the conference session or take advantage of the local facilities.  

Time of Year 

This has yet to be confirmed but probably October 2020 (avoiding school half term week) 

Venue 

The venue proposed for this Kenwood Hall Hotel & Spa in Sheffield. The hotel is branded as a 

Mercure with excellent facilities and located not far from the M1. For those (partners) who prefer a 

shopping trip on the Saturday Meadowhall is within easy reach and/or the hotel as a very nice Spa. 

Cost 

In keeping with the policy of the Graham Feest Consultancy to provide high value activity at a low 

cost we have been able to negotiate at this hotel the following: 

The weekend package based on one person to include the conference, coffee breaks, lunch, 

evening conference dinner, overnight accommodation on the Saturday and breakfast on Sunday is 

£150.00  

Add 

If the room is double occupancy then add £10.00 

For the additional conference dinner add £30.00 

For an additional day delegate add £25.00 

 

Action 

Please drop me an email to indicate your interest so a decision can be made 

as to its viability. 
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