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GETTING BACK TO THE ACTIVE TRAVEL AGENDA
As we start to return to somewhere approaching normality the Government will be keen to get its
active travel and the reduction of CO2 emissions firmly back on the agenda and getting people to at
least take alternative means of travelling by means other than the car on shorter journeys either by
walking or cycling. Alongside of that will come at some stage regulation regarding the ownership
and usage of e-scooters and further encouragement to move towards non fossil fuelled vehicles.
There is however a way to go to prise people back out of their cars where they can travel alone and
with a greater degree of confidence as to the
alternative of mixing with unknown people on
public transport although studies have found
that public transport is safe if people follow the
rules. However it will be about how people
actually feel about it rather than evidence from
studies or reports and remember the quote
when we came out of the first lockdown in May
2020 – Go back to work if you can’t work from
home – “Walk, Cycle or go by Car and avoid
public transport unless you have no alternative”
That message for some still resonates in
people’s minds whatever other information about how safe public transport might be. We will get
there but it will take a bit more time.
An interesting balance is facing a number of people in the driver training world at the moment with
regard to such things as driving lessons and encouraging private practice as it could be argued that
in order to do this people are undertaking “non-essential” and often for the sake of it journeys
which are arguably not necessary as they really don’t go anywhere.
A similar issues also arises with organisations such as IAM RoadSmart and RoSPA Advanced Drivers
whose candidates undertake observed runs in order to prepare for their test – journeys which some
would argue or at least question whether that it for the good or otherwise.
Finding the right balance to what we do whilst at the same time maintaining our freedoms is very
challenging. Some will be old enough to recall the Sunday afternoon drive. It really went nowhere
but provided a drive through the county lanes and scenic routes often frustrating other drivers who
had purpose for wanting to get somewhere.
We learn from a Freedom of Information
requests by Cycling UK that some council’s in
England are investing 170 times more per
head on active travel than others. In 2020-21,
the average spend across the 59 councils that
responded was £7.65 per head. Five local
authorities (Kingston upon Thames, Salford,
Waltham Forest, Stockport and Leicester

City) spent or estimated spending more than
£20 per head, while three (Redcar and
Cleveland,
Telford
and
Wrekin,
and
Hillingdon) reported figures of less than £1
per head. Such wide ranging figures need
further investigation given the levelling up
approach which the Government are looking
to adopt.

The positives however from the pandemic have been how easy it has been to work from home and
the confidence which employers have gained in seeing that people can be trusted to do so. This will
lead I am sure to a greater mix of office/homeworking in the future which will result in a positive
contribution to reduced travel and therefore a contribution to the environment.
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ROADPOL'S 2021 SPEED MARATHON
In keeping with RoadPol and their safety check programme and approaches this year’s Speed
Marathon found 2.003.801 drivers being checked by 12.418 police officers in 16 countries during the
annual 24-hour event of the European Roads Policing Network.
As a result 136.337 drivers were found in violation. 90.682 of
them were pulled over to get a fine and a lecture on the risks of
speeding at 7.971 checkpoints across the continent. Additional
45.655 drivers received a fine by post after violations were
detected by speed camera. In the entire violation rate increased
88%.
163mph (262 km/h) was the highest recorded speed of this year's campaign. It was set by a Bentley
driver on a motorway in Belgium in a &5mph (120 km/h zone). One of the most flagrant offences
was the one of a driver who sped at 45mph (74 km/h) through a 19mph (30 km/h-zone) with a
kindergarten nearby.
SAME PROBLEM THROUGHOUT ALL EUROPE AND BEYOND
New research from the Road Safety Authority (RSA) of Ireland as found that 1 in 10 motorists admit
to regularly texting while driving. The survey, focused on driver
attitudes and behaviour, also revealed that 9% of motorists admit
to driving and talking on a handheld mobile phone and 9% of
motorists regularly check mobile apps while behind the wheel.
Texting, using social media, or messaging increases the risk
substantially- drivers spend up to 400% more time with their eyes
off the road when text messaging than when not text messaging.
In 2020 Garda Síochána (Irish Police) issued 24.474 Fixed Charged
Notices to drivers for using a mobile phone while driving. If you are detected driving with a phone
in your hand, or cradled in the crook of your neck, you face a fixed charged notice of £52.00 (€60)
and 3 penalty points on your driving licence. If you accumulate 12 penalty points (7 for novice and
learner drivers) you will be disqualified from driving for 6 months. If you choose not to pay the
fixed charge and are then subsequently convicted in court, you’ll face five penalty points and a fine
of up to £1,722.00 (€2,000).
LEARNING TO DRIVE
A survey of 150 UK driving instructors by Young Driver reveal that 8 out of 10 instructors have had a
waiting list on average, 10 learners they can’t currently fit in the diary.
Half (47%) said they would struggle to provide as many lessons as
learners wanted and one in three (36%) said learners who haven’t
started learning yet may have to wait months for their first lesson.
That of course is only half the story anyway for if they did find an
instructor able to take them on straightaway they would be waiting for
a driving test for some months and many suggest well into the early part
of next year.
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TIME TO GET RID OF THE DANGLING DANGER
Derek Cozens raises the issue of windscreen and vision obstruction
It is surprising just how many vehicles are being driven around with objects dangling from the rear
view mirror. There is potential for accidents not just from the loss of direct vision but also from
the dulling down of the sensitivity of the peripheral vision because the driver’s brain has to ignore
the swinging movements of the obstruction.
Drivers may miss observing a whole range of
near side dangers, vehicle doors being
opened, children in the road, the
opportunities for errors are all to apparent.
There is legislation in place to cover this
problem and the fact that it is being ignored is probably down to two issues, the lack of central
leadership on road safety matters and a lack of engagement with the drivers in a safety training
process. Doubtless the individual drivers involved in death or injury would be all too readily
prosecuted should screen obstructions be deemed the cause but as with the many other safety
weaknesses on our roads, the control measures needed for accident prevention are not yet in
place.
The government guidance can be found here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/stickers-or-other-items-in-front-and-rearwindscreens/view-to-the-front-and-windscreen-obscuration
DRIVING INSTRUCTORS NEEDED FOR A NEW STUDY
In a project delivered by the Bikeability Trust and supported by the AA, DVSA, DIA, MSA GB and ADI
NJC the Department for Transport is looking for 4,000 approved driving instructors to take part in a
brand new study.
The research is designed to improve the understanding and co-operation
between people who drive and people who cycle. Participants will be
assigned to one of two groups - a control group or a treatment group, with
both groups given access to free online training at different points in the
study and free practical training available to some.
If you are an ADI and would like to participate the go to www.cyclesavvydriving.co.uk to sign up
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
The Institute of Master Tutors of Driving (IMTD) is calling for nominations for its 2021 Awards
sponsored by Red Driving School within the driver training and related
road safety arena in five categories.
The closing date for nominations is Friday 23 rd July 2021 and award
winners will be notified shortly after and presented with their award at the IMTD Lunch on Sunday
12th September 2021. The Institute would particularly welcome nominations from members of the
UK Road Safety Network and the process is very easy and straight forward and need not take very
long. To make it easy details about each of the awards along with the nomination forms are
available at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/
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E SCOOTERS
The official trials of rental e-scooters have now been extended to 31st March 2022.
The trials, which started in July 2020, are designed to help the Government assess the benefits of
e-scooters and in particular their impact on public space, motor traffic, the environment and
safety.
To date, approximately 50 towns and cities
across the UK have launched e-scooter rental
schemes, which were originally due to end in
August this year. However, the decision has
been made to extend the trials until March
2022, in order to gather the “most
comprehensive evidence”.

contractor where a local authority is part of
the trial.
It
is
very
unlikely in the
longer
term
that
private
use alongside
loan schemes
will not be
approved but
there is much
work to be
done to set
out the legal
framework
which will be
determined in
many respects by the evident and data which
comes from the trials.

The extension means legislation on the use of
rental e-scooters is now unlikely to come into
effect until mid-2023.
Whilst it is not illegal to privately own an escooter it is currently illegal to use privately
owned e-scooters on the highway which
includes the pavement where they are not
permitted to be ridden under any
circumstances. Therefore the only e-scooters
which can be used are those provided by a

There is already much concern spoken about with people using them illegally on the pavement and
putting pedestrians at risk of being struck by an “out of control user”; whether they should be
classified as a bicycle or motorcycle (moped) and what training should be given to users before they
are permitted to own and/or use one.
POINTS FOR NO SEAT BELT
GEM Motoring Assist is calling on the UK Government to honour the commitment made in the road
safety statement and increase the penalty for drivers and passengers who do not wear a seatbelt on
road journeys.
In 2019 contained within the road safety statement the Government said it would make seatbelt
offences endorsable meaning people caught not wearing a seatbelt would face penalty points on
their licence as well as a fine. The offence is already endorsable in Northern Ireland, where drivers
who fail to ensure a child in a front or rear seat not wearing a seatbelt face points on their licence.
GEM chief executive Neil Worth commented:
“Official figures show that despite compliance rates of 98.6 per cent among car drivers, 27% of
those killed in cars were not wearing a seat belt – amounting to more than 200 deaths.
GEM is supported by a number of road safety organisations who hold the same view.
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MOTORWAY SPEEDING
In general drivers support the wider use of average speed cameras on motorways - despite more
than half admitting to breaking the 70mph-limit according to recent research conducted by the
RAC.
More than half of drivers (56%) admit to breaking the speed limit on motorways with a third (34%)
of those confessing to having
travelled at speeds in excess of
80mph.
Three per cent say their fastest speed
on a motorway was over 100mph
while 4% believe their top speed was
91-100mph, the vast majority 66%
report their highest speed on a
motorway was 71-80mph and a
quarter (27%) claim to have driven at
81-90mph.
When asked why they broke the speed limit on a motorway, most drivers (39%) said they were
simply following the example set by other motorists, although three-in-10 (31%) say it was because
they thought it was safe to travel faster than 70mph. Other common reasons for speeding on a
motorway were: nothing else being on the road (28%); the speed limit being inappropriate (27%)
and feeling pressure from other drivers behind (26%).
In terms of what form of speed enforcement drivers think is best for ensuring speed limit
compliance on high speed roads where the speed limit is 60mph and 70mph, 58% of the 3,000-plus
motorists surveyed said they favoured ‘average speed cameras’ which measure speeds between
cameras rather than at a single, fixed location like traditional speed cameras. Nearly a fifth (18%)
felt fixed position cameras are most effective while 12% said it was mobile speed traps, with a
similar proportion not offering an opinion.
While average speed cameras are used on a number of A-roads, on motorways they are currently
only used in sections of roadworks however more than half of drivers (54 said they would like to see
them used in general motorway conditions enforcing the 70mph-limit.

Financially supported by

Accreditted by SoRSA

REDUCING CASUALTIES BY STOPPING CRASHES
(Events Promoted by the Graham Feest Consultancy)

Monday 4th October 2021
The Colessio Hotel, Stirling
Find out more at

https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-events/stirling-2021/
and follow the link to the booking form
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INITIATIVES AROUND THE UK
In Buckinghamshire
A new campaign is urging drivers and passengers in Buckinghamshire to #DoTheSmartThing and
wears their seatbelt.
The campaign, which has been launched by Travel Safe Bucks, stresses that there is no excuse not
to wear a seatbelt. Travel Safe Bucks says “it doesn’t matter how long you’ve been driving, how far
your journey is, or how familiar you are with your route; you always need to wear a seatbelt”. It
points to statistics which show a car occupant is twice as likely to die in a crash if they aren’t
wearing a seatbelt.
In Merseyside
The Merseyside Road Safety Partnership has launched a new campaign to help drivers understand
the space they should leave when overtaking a cyclist.
Statistics show 87 cyclists were killed or
seriously injured in Merseyside during 2019 –
10% more than the previous year. The
Merseyside Road Safety Partnership (MRSP)
says 2020 looks set to see another increase –
although the official figures can’t be released

until they are validated by the DfT. To
combat the rise, the MRSP is working with
Arriva and Stagecoach – whose buses are
displaying adverts showing the actual 1.5
metre width required by law to overtake a
cyclist.

In Warwickshire
Motorists in Warwickshire are being encouraged to ‘slow down and drive within the speed limit’,
ahead of the return of the county’s Community Speedwatch scheme.
Community Speedwatch (CSW) is a national
initiative in which local communities monitor
speeds of vehicles in their area, with support
from the police. Any vehicles found to be
exceeding the speed limit are referred to the
police, who send a letter to educate drivers
on the importance of reducing their speeds.

However, in cases where education is ignored
and there is evidence of repeat or excessive
offences, follow up action is taken.
Volunteers receive appropriate training and
this has restarted with further training
scheduled in July to give practical experience
of using the speed detection devices.

In Somerset
Somerset County Council has launched a new initiative for motorcyclists, in a bid to raise awareness
and demonstrate the value of advanced riding techniques. Raise Your Ride, delivered in partnership
with Avon and Somerset Police, comprises a series of events at which attendees will receive
friendly hints and tips on how to make their ride safer and more enjoyable.
They will be introduced to the police system of motorcycle riding, covering areas such as:






Cornering
Reading the road
Planning and hazard avoidance
Overtaking
Filtering

Somerset County Council says the events are a unique opportunity to experience an observed ride
with either a serving or former police advanced rider.

6

Traffic Safety Roads
DOES 12 REALLY MEAN YOU ARE OUT?
IAM RoadSmart has revealed, using figures from the DVLA, that there are 92,000 drivers within
proximity of a ban with just a three point margin before reaching the magic 12-point threshold.
80,484 motorists in the UK have nine points
7,804 have 10 points
4,313 with 11 points
However it seems these days that disqualification at 12
points is less likely since the courts seem reluctant to use
the law and are more readily prepared to accept a
mitigating plea against a ban with data showing that there
are nearly 8,800 motorists still driving with 12 points or
more on their driving licence. At present drivers can avoid
a ban by pleading exceptional hardship, such as loss of
employment.
IAM RoadSmart has called yet again for a full review to ensure that drivers with 12 points are
‘always treated in the same way’.

IMPROVING DRIVER WELL-BEING
This white paper is designed to help managers understand
the effect that poor mental health can have on driver
behaviour and provides practical advice on how to improve
well-being when driving for work.
The COVID-19 pandemic has dramatically increased the
number of people working remotely. Being isolated from
the everyday social life of the workplace means that
remote workers are less likely to benefit from the team
interactions and conversing with colleagues that site based
workers enjoy.
From a Human Resource perspective, there are concerns
that remote working can lead to a loss of community spirit
and engagement with the shared values of the workplace
and drivers may have problems with well-being without
managers being aware of any issues. From a fleet safety
perspective, there are concerns that some mental health
conditions can impair driving ability and increase the risk of
crash involvement.
You can find a copy of the white paper initially at
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/after
which
it
can
be
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-research-documents/
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RURAL ROADS ARE BIG PROBLEM TO YOUNG DRIVERS
With ideas floating about that newly qualified driver should perhaps be stopped from driving at
night and carrying passengers for a limited amount of time after passing their test. Does this latest
research also suggest that driving on rural roads should be added to the list?
The new research by The AA Charitable Trust following
funding from The Road Safety Trust shows that 71% of fatal
crashes involving young drivers occur on rural roads and for
the first time it shows which rural roads pose the greatest
danger to young drivers.
Overall, the research shows young drivers (aged 17-to-24)
are over-represented in rural crashes by 9%, relative to all
roads. The over-representation is highest for those aged 17
(27%) and decreasing with every subsequent year.
Young drivers face a higher risk of death (2%) or serious
injury 15.2%) when involved in rural road crashes. The
proportion of crashes on rural roads on Sundays is 24% higher
for young drivers than it is for other drivers. Young drivers
are also at a higher risk of a single vehicle collision on rural
roads.

Top 10 highest risk rural roads for
Young Drivers by collision density:
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

A229 in Kent
A2 in Kent
A3 in Surrey
A1 in Hertfordshire
A243 in Surrey
A414 in Hertfordshire
A1 in Wakefield
A322 in Surrey
A249 in Kent
A595 in Cumbria

Six years of crash data (2013-2018) has been used to formulate the results which studied 74,919
young drivers involved in crashes of all injury severities on a rural road with the analysis being
undertaken by Agilysis and the Road Safety Foundation.
Resulting from the research were the following facts
 July, August, October and November
most concerning months for crashes
involving young drivers on rural roads
 Proportion of crashes involving young
drivers which are on Sundays is 9%
higher on rural roads than on urban
roads
 Single vehicle collisions account for
27% of all young driver crashes on



rural roads compared to 16% for
drivers of all ages.
Substance impairment attributed to a
young driver in 9% of young driver
rural road crashes on Sundays
compared to an average of 4% on
other days

These results have led to the production of an interactive map which shows the relative risk of
collisions involving young drivers on various rural routes across the country and can be accessed at
https://agilysis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=f9839a5affe441d99804060e88
03a409
The following conclusions are made:
Driving lessons to cover driving on all types of road at different times of the day and where
possible in different weather conditions.
A campaign to raise awareness amongst drivers and parents of the dangers along with
raising an awareness that those growing up in rural areas are more at risk on the roads than
their urban counterparts alongside local media highlighting the most dangerous rural roads.
The interactive map to be used as a Think! Educational Resource
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AROUND THE WORLD
Australia
Learner and young drivers in Victoria, Australia, are being
encouraged to build up more experience driving after dark, as part
of a new Government campaign.
The Transport Accident Committee’s (TAC) new campaign “Parental
Control” urges learner drivers to ensure their driving practice hours
include enough night driving, and reminds parents of learners to talk
to their children about the dangers of night-time driving. New research shows that in the first year
on the roads, P-plate drivers are seven times more likely to be killed or injured while driving at
night than fully licensed drivers. On average, 31 first-year P-platers are killed or seriously injured
while driving at night in Victoria each year of approximately 50,000 new drivers annually.
USA
People who use both alcohol and marijuana are more likely to speed,
text, intentionally run red lights, and drive aggressively than those
who don’t, according to new data.
The American Automobile Association (AAA) Foundation’s annual
Traffic Safety Culture Index found that drivers who use both
marijuana and alcohol were also significantly more prone to driving
under the influence of alcohol compared to those who only drink alcohol but do not use marijuana.
The report found that compared to alcohol-only users, drivers who admitted to using both were
more likely to report such behaviours as:
Speeding on residential streets (55%) vs. alcohol-only (35%)
Aggressive driving (52%) vs. alcohol-only (28%)
Intentional red-light running (48%) vs alcohol-only (32%)
Texting while driving (40%) vs. alcohol-only (21%)
Europe
Latest statistics have shown an estimated 18,800 people lost their
lives on European Union (EU) roads in 2020, almost 4,000 fewer than
the previous year.
Preliminary figures, published by the European Commission, show 18
Member States registered their lowest ever number of road fatalities
in 2020. EU-wide, deaths fell by an average of 17 percent compared to 2019 with the largest
decreases of 20 percent or more occurring in Belgium, Bulgaria, Denmark, Spain, France, Croatia,
Italy, Hungary, Malta and Slovenia. Lower traffic volumes, as the result of the COVID-19 pandemic,
impacted on the number of road fatalities. With almost 4,000 fewer deaths on EU roads in 2020,
compared to 2019, Overall Europe’s roads remain the safest in the world however joint action is
needed to prevent a return to pre-COVID levels which undoubtedly account for such a drop.
The latest figures have been released to coincide with the EU Road Safety Results Conference,
which brings together policymakers, civil society and road safety practitioners to assess the state of
play of road safety in the EU and how best to take the next steps towards Vision Zero and an
ambitious road safety plan to reach zero road deaths by 2050.
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FRUSTRATION OF DIVERSION ROUTES
Diversion routes are sometimes necessary to keep roads well maintained. Motorways and major ‘A’
roads carry a third of all traffic and two thirds of freight so it’s understandable that closures are
needed for repairs.
A recent survey by Transport Focus members of their
road user community were asked about their
experiences many reported being left confused by
diversion routes. It was frequently mentioned that
many did not know where they were being taken or,
crucially, how long the diversion would take. A strong
theme was that using Sat-Navs was valued over
following the physical signs on the road. However
sometimes the Sat Nav wanted to put you back to the
starting point of the diversion so the two did not
match which further deepened feelings of confusion
and distrust.
Uncertainty over diversion routes can be a serious issue, as drivers try to navigate unfamiliar roads,
often at night. Transport Focus Members were of the opinion that diversion signs should be clear,
including helping people to understand how much time will be added to their journey, with plenty
of reassurance that they are on the right road to get back onto their intended route.
Whether diversions are for planned roadworks or unplanned incidents the routes need to be clear.
You can find a copy of the report initially at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/after
which it can be located at: https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-researchdocuments/

ANNUAL VEHICLE LICENSING STATISTICS FOR 2020
The Department of Transport has published its Annual Vehicle Licensing Statistics for 2020 which
not surprisingly show an overall 27% decrease in the number of new registrations clearly brought
about as a result of Covid 19 and the lockdown measures and restrictions which were in place at
varying levels throughout the year but the powered wheelers did by far the best.
At the end of 2020, there were 38.6 million licensed vehicles in Great Britain, a decrease of 0.3%
compared to the end of 2019.
Within the figures are some encouraging signs of
the way in which ultra-low emission vehicles
(ULEVs) were registered for the first time in
Great Britain showing an increase of 125% on
2019. More alternative fuel cars were registered
for the first time in Great Britain during 2020
than diesel cars following a 87% annual increase
in alternative fuel cars year on year.
You can find a copy of the report initially at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/after
which it can be located at: https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/statistical-information.
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TRIAL OF 20 MPH SPEED LIMITS ON WELSH ROADS
Plans for a default 20mph speed limit on Welsh roads have moved a step closer as eight pilot areas
to trial the change have been confirmed.

The pilot areas will have a phased start from this summer until the end of the year. They come
ahead of the planned welsh rollout for April 2023, and will help develop enforcement arrangements
and overcome unforeseen issues before the full rollout.
The areas chosen are intended to be
representative sample of different locations
found across Wales, including villages, towns
and cities. They will focus on community
engagement, meaning that as well as
developing enforcement arrangements they
will communicate the value of the new speed
limit, making the case for reduced speed
leading to more cohesive and safe
communities.

Welsh Government is introducing the new
speed limit to improve safety and help make
Welsh streets a more welcoming place for
cyclists and pedestrians. Initial findings from
a national public attitude survey have found
support for the plans. 92% of those who
wanted a change to the speed limit on their
street suggested a speed limit of 20mph or
lower, while 77% said they wanted to see this
speed limit applied throughout the area in
which they live.

The eight pilot areas will trial 20mph on restricted roads – roads that currently have a 30mph
restriction
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Abergavenny, Monmouthshire
Central North Cardiff
Severnside, Monmouthshire
Buckley, Flintshire
Cilfriw Village, Neath and Port Talbot
St Dogmaels, Pembrokeshire
St Brides Major, Vale of Glamorgan
Llanelli North, Carmarthenshire
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THE NEW 2021 TYRE LABEL
On 1st May 2021 a new label system was introduced to help motorists understand how well tyres
perform, especially for fuel efficiency and grip in the wet. This follows concerns that vehicle
owners were not made aware of the differences between the highest and lowest rated tyres as
displayed on the outgoing labelling system and while other factors influence the low number of the
best performing tyres being sold awareness of the ratings has been a primary concern.
So the things to be aware of and to note with the changed label and information available are:
The number of ratings has dropped to five, in-line with
other consumer products such as domestic appliances:
‘A’ being the best, ‘E’ being the worst
If the tyre is classified as suitable for use on snow, it
will have the Alpine peaks symbol. A symbol for tyres
classified as suitable for ice (known as ‘Nordic tyres’) is
also available
A tyre’s fuel efficiency, braking performance in the wet
and the amount of road noise it generates remain the
core information of the label
A rating is provided for each performance measure
Previously a label was fixed to each tyre. However, the customer visiting an outlet rarely saw it
because the tyres were typically taken from the stock room and fitted straight to the vehicle while
the customer waits in reception. If the label and the tyre options weren’t discussed before the
customer made their selection, there’s a high probability they would have left without seeing a
label at all. Equally, retailers may not have had easy access on their computers to the labels to
pass on this information. The new digital solution addresses this issue. The tyre label ratings are
now available to retailers via a European database holding the information of every tyre on sale and
they can now more readily discuss the information with their customers..
THE KEEN - THE CONCERNED - THE CONTENT
As we release ourselves from lockdown the emotions and anxieties of people, from which we could
well draw some conclusions as to how they
might move around at least for a while,
are demonstrated in a very graphic way by
a piece of research carried out by the
University of Bristol.
Ipsos MORI interviewed a sample of 4,896
adults aged 16-75 in the United Kingdom
between 1st and 16th April 2021 finding
that people fell into three distinct groups.
You can find a copy of the report initially at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/after
which it can be located at: https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-researchdocuments/
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GUIDELINES FOR REPORTING ROAD COLLISIONS
Every 20 minutes someone is killed or seriously injured in road collisions in the UK. Worldwide,
1.35 million People are killed each year; with road collisions the biggest killer of young people aged
5-29. Accurate reporting of these deaths and injuries matters.
There is growing evidence that poor reporting can confuse
or misdirect concern, obscure the solutions, and even
engender aggression.
These Guidelines have been put together primarily for the
media and those who report on such events are equally
relevant to those dealing with other issues relating to
collisions. They are the combination of much consultation
amongst journalist and the wider population who play a
role in the aftermath either by giving a professional
opinion, dealing with victims or investigating the causes.
Having had the privilege of listening to the Author Laura
Laker on launch day she was clearly passionate about
getting the approach and reporting accurate and clear
with the use of the right language. Laura is a journalist
working in collaboration with the Active Travel Academy.
She has covered active travel and road safety for a
decade, and writes across national and specialist titles, as
well as speaking on TV, radio, at live events and as a podcast host, on cycling, walking and micro
mobility.
These guidelines may have been written with the media in mind but they are so applicable to all
those who are involved in dealing with tragedy on the roads.
The following ten key points should be followed and can read about in more detail in the document
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

At all times be accurate, say what you know and importantly, what you don’t know.
Avoid use of the word ‘accident’ until the facts of a collision are known.
If you’re talking about a driver, say a driver, not their vehicle.
Consider the impact on friends and relatives of publishing collision details.
Treat publication of photos with caution, including user generated footage or imagery.
Be mindful if reporting on traffic delays not to overshadow the greater harm, of loss of life
or serious injury, which could trivialise road death.
Journalists should consider whether language used negatively generalises a person or their
behaviour as part of a ‘group’.
Coverage of perceived risks on the roads should be based in fact and in context.
Avoid portraying law-breaking or Highway Code contravention as acceptable, or
perpetrators as victims.
Road safety professionals can help provide context, expertise, and advice on broader issues
around road safety.

You can find a copy of the Guidelines initially at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latestuploads/after which it can be located at: https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/guidancedocuments-codes-of-practice/
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SURVEY SUPPORTING SCHOOL STREETS
A YouGov poll organised by Living Streets has found that nearly two thirds of the population (64%)
support car-free zones outside schools. They also support the provision
of safer crossings (61%) with a ban on people parking on the pavement
(57%) and lower speed limits (46%).
It is estimated that one in four cars on the roads at peak times are
undertaking a school run which is generating half a million tonnes of
carbon dioxide a year which supports previous findings about the poor
air quality outside of schools and the work which has been done in
certain and growing locations to develop “School Streets” which prohibit
traffic at certain times in the road in which the school is situated.
Meanwhile a live demonstration of how poor parking in the vicinity of schools by Gateshead Council
and Tyne and Wear Fire and Rescue Service has shown how a fire appliance struggles to get through
the busy morning school run traffic if people do not park in a sensible manner.
PUBLIC OPINION
Recent views on a couple of issues from the AA Populas survey of just under 19,000 people
Rear daytime lights
AA panel members were then asked their opinion on whether it should be a legal requirement for
new vehicles to have Daytime Running Lights (DRLs) at the rear as well as the front of the vehicle.
71% were in agreement that this should be a legal prerequisite, while 15% didn’t believe it was
necessary and another 15% were on the fence.
Drink-driving
The survey asked people to choose, from a list of options, what measures they would support to
tackle drink-driving on UK roads. The top three which came out of which none were overwhelming




Introduce a zero-tolerance policy across the UK (49%)
Introduce random testing by the police (46%)
Reduce the limit in England, Wales, and Northern Ireland to match Scotland (45%)

Financially supported by

Accreditted by SoRSA

REDUCING CASUALTIES BY STOPPING CRASHES
(Events Promoted by the Graham Feest Consultancy)

Monday 27th September 2021
The Guildhall, Hull
Find out more at

https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-events/hull-2021/
and follow the link to the booking form
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NOTICES AND ADMINISTRATIVE THINGS FROM THE UK ROAD SAFETY NETWORK
May Backpage Answers
Congratulations to Kathy Higgins of “Insight2Drive” who was the first to submit the correct answers
to last month’s backpage and winning absolutely nothing apart from the having her name heralded
in lights in this newsletter!
The answers were:
1. The services on the M6 Toll Road
2. Cardiff Castle
3. London Trafalgar Square
4. The Guildhall Hull
5. The Adephi Hotel Liverpool
6. The Scottish Monument/ Princess Street, Edinburgh
7. The Royal Crescent in Bath
Why not have a go at this month’s offering
Front Cover
The front cover picture this month was sent
on by one of our subscribers who sought
permission for it to be used but the
photographer did not wish to have any
acknowledgment but we are nevertheless
grateful to for them agreeing to have it used.

some detail and the way in which you would
like to be acknowledged.
The picture needs to be relevant to Transport
Traffic Safety and Roads. Please note that the
opportunity to have your picture featured is
not for the purpose of advertising a product
or service.

Do you have a picture of relevance which you
have taken and would like it considered for
use in this way. If so please submit it giving
About Your Monthly Newsletter

This newsletter is being sent to you as you have requested it should be and you are registered as
part of the UK Road Safety Network and have an interest in receiving it.
I very much hope that you will wish to continue to receive further issues but should you not then
you
should
complete
the
form
at
https://www.grahamfeest.com/uk-road-safetynetwork/newsletter-subscription/ indicating your desire to unsubscribe.
It is important that if you change your email address we are included on your list of notifications.
We try and ensure we cover any bounces by confidentially holding a mobile number for you so we
have an alternative contact point should your email address fail. This would generally be by sending
a text message to that effect. If you have not supplied your mobile number then please consider
doing so. If you are a new subscriber then it would have been obtained in the registration process.
Graham Feest Consultancy Events
You will have noted in this newsletter that
there are references to two events which are
planned for the autumn in Hull and Stirling.

presenters vary and so whilst you might get
one or two repeats if you come to more than
one in the course of a year most will be
different.

Bookings are now being taken for both of
these events and hopefully in 2022 we will be
back to normal running somewhere in the UK
each month. Whilst the overarching theme
may well be the same the speakers and
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Can you identify these locations
from around Great Britain?
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