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THE ARRIVAL OF EV’S – Follow on…….. 

Robert Wilkey another of our very experienced driver trainers gives his views on Electric 
Vehicles as a follow - up to the article written by Len Kerr in the Last Newsletter 
 

Thank you, once again, for producing a very useful and thought provoking summary of current road 

safety matters.  However, I would like to comment on the article and issues raised by Len Kerr in his 

article entitled "The Arrival of EVs" and I appreciate his work in starting the debate. 

 

         I acknowledge that EVs are currently more 

expensive to buy compared to their Internal 

Combustion Engine (ICE) powered counterparts.  

However, the vast majority of 'family car' type 

EVs such as those produced by VW, Kia, Honda, 

Skoda, Mini and, including the one I have owned 

for the past 16 months, a Peugeot e-208, all 

have acceleration times from 0-60 mph of 

between 7 and 9 seconds which is comparable 

to ICE-powered cars.  His quoted figure of 

between 1 and 2 seconds is I feel an bit of an 

exaggeration.  The Porsche Tycan and some 

Teslas come close to this with 0-60 mph times 

of approximately 3 seconds which, again, 

compares with some of the very high 

performance ICE-powered cars produced by 

some sports car manufacturers. In terms of 

insurance, I doubt whether the youngsters to 

whom Len refers would get favourable quotes 

(if any) for these ICE-powered vehicles. 

 

My experience says that EVs are no more 

difficult to drive and control compared to any 

ICE with an automatic gearbox and a similar 

performance output.  In fact, if anything, they 

are easier.  (As an aside, it is high time that the 

DVSA gave some thought as to how driver 

training, including the driving test is to 

conducted in the future as this country moves 

rapidly towards mainly EVs in both the private 

and commercial sectors.) 

 

I understand that the EU manufacturing 

regulations require all EVs to emit some form of 

aural warning at slower speeds - my e-208 emits 

a beeping below 19 mph and I am aware that 

other EVs emit similar sounds.  Nevertheless, I 

am willing to be corrected on this point.  

Knowing that my EV is quieter compared to its 

ICE counterpart, this fact has made me even 

more aware of other vulnerable road users of all 

types and I drive accordingly. 

 

On the point about re-charging and the effect 

on the environment, an EV is exactly the same 

as an ICE in that the more the "loud pedal" is 

pressed, the more fuel is used which, plainly 

has an effect on the environment.   

 

When it comes to fuel usage, now that I am 

retired, I drive approximately 500 miles per 

month which means that I generally charge the 

battery once a week.  I have a 7.5 kwhr home 

charger unit connected via a Smart Meter which 

has allowed me to benefit from a favourable 

tariff with my chosen electricity supplier.  The 

result is that my EV is charged overnight for 

approximately 4 hours at a time and costs me in 

the region of £10/month.  Moreover, there are 

certain tariffs which will allow any surplus 

charge to be returned to the National Grid and 

which benefits the customer in even more 

savings.  How does that equate to petrol or 

diesel costs for an ICE to cover 500 miles of 

motoring? That said, I am aware as we move 

towards an 'EV world' both the cost of electricity 

and road taxation is likely to increase but I am 

enjoying cheaper motoring in the here and now! 

 

When it comes to range anxiety, again this is 

where we, as drivers, have to change our 

thinking in the way in which we approach a 

slightly different driving environment.  I treat 

my EV like I do my mobile phone in that I keep 

it topped up, but there are ever-increasing 

numbers of both public and private charge 

points being installed throughout the country.  

Furthermore, battery technology is also 

increasing at a pace and, just like an ICE 

vehicle, my EV shows me on the Sat Nav where 

the nearest recharging (refuelling) point is 

located when the power (fuel) level reaches a 

certain point. 
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HYDROGEN POWERED BUSES 

 

 Twenty hydrogen fuel cell-powered double-decker buses manufactured by Wrightbus have been 

put into service in London joining the fleet of than more 500 electric buses and 

will operate between East Acton and Oxford Circus. 

 

A new hydrogen fuelling station at Metroline’s Perivale depot built by Danish 

engineering firm Nel Hydrogen will top-up each bus, a process that takes as little 

as five minutes and will be needed just once per day, making them well suited to 

longer routes from outer London into the centre. 

 

ELECTRIC CHARGING POINTS DEBATE 

 

It is estimated that the UK has only 15% of the electric vehicle charging points it needs according to 

a new analysis whereas the Government Committee on Climate Change said there 

needs to be around 150,000 charge points operating by 2025 to meet the 

predicted demand. The research undertaken by the  Labour party shows there are 

currently only 22,790 and that there is a 'serious' regional disparity in the number 

of charging points as there are four times as many in London than in Yorkshire. 

 

AA president Edmund King said: 

 

 'To speed up the electric vehicle revolution there is a long standing debate as to what comes first; 

the cars or the chargepoints? 'The reality is we need both to happen at the same time, with 

particular focus on the 30 to 40% of homeowners that have no access to dedicated off-street 

parking.' 

 

TALKING ABOUT DRIVING AND EYESIGHT 

 

GEM Motoring Assist is once again encouraging drivers and riders of all ages to get their eye sight 

checked which they contend would make a significant contribution to reducing collisions and 

injuries on the UK’s roads. 

 

Failing to look properly - which could well be a symptom of poor eye sight, remains the single 

biggest cause of recorded road crashes in the UK (39%). This is 

closely followed by ‘Failing to judge another road users path or 

speed’ (20%). 

 

The organisation is once again warning that our driver eyesight 

regulatory system is no longer fit for purpose. The regulatory 

framework needs to be updated urgently, but drivers also need to 

take more responsibility. 

 

More and more people are staying behind the wheel for longer. We learn to adapt to what we can 

see and don’t immediate notice how poor our vision is becoming until it is too late. It takes a 

professional examination to reveal changes to our visual acuity, peripheral awareness, eye 

coordination, depth perception, ability to focus and colour vision so having an eye examination 

every two years is a key part of being a responsible driver and keeping ourselves and other road 

users safe. 
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DRIVER STRESSES REVEALED 

 

Two areas which often dominate of the driving agenda as to how we feel and react when it comes 

to using the road is stress and fatigue.  

 

IAM RoadSmart commissioned a piece of research of a 

representative sample of the UK population of 1,000 motorists in 

relation to stress and found more than 4-in-10 motorists (42%) 

are anxious about returning to sitting in long tail backs as more 

traffic returns to UK roads. It would seem that traffic levels are 

now estimated to be greater than the pre-pandemic level as 

people shun public transport for the potential safety of being on 

their own by using their car more. 

 

Results showed that simply getting used to busier roads again was causing stress among more than 

3-in-10 motorists (33%), while other drivers returning to the road who might be out of practice was 

causing concern to more than a quarter of motorists (27%). 
 

The top driving stresses/situations identified in the research were: 

 

 1 The return of traffic jams     42% 

 2 Getting used to busier roads again    33%  

 3 People returning to the road who might be out of practice 27%  

 4 Stressing to get to your location on time   24%  

 5 Returning to long car journeys to destinations   15%  

 6 With places being closed, there is nowhere to stop for a rest  12%  

 7 Commuting       11%  

 8 My general fatigue while driving     11%  

 9 Returning to the road when you are out of practice  11%  

 10 Not knowing if your car is still capable of longer journeys   7%  

 

 

DO POINTS ON YOUR LICENCE REALLY MATTER 

 

What now seems like a regular feature with reports about people being allowed to continue driving 

beyond having amassed 12 points on the their licence comes more news which has been revealed by 

the DVLA that 46 people are driving on the UK’s roads, even though they have collected more than 

30 penalty points on their licence 
 

These drivers would have claimed in court 

that a disqualification 

would have caused 

them ‘exceptional 

hardship’ and been 

allowed to remain on 

the road although the 

Sentencing Council 

ruled last year that loss of employment 

caused by a disqualification from driving is no 

longer sufficient alone to demonstrate 

exceptional hardship. General speaking 

accruing 12 or more penalty points within a 

three-year period means a minimum period of 

six months’ disqualification must be imposed. 

 

DVLA figures show there are 8,237 drivers in England on or over the 12-point threshold, with men 

(6,837) far outnumbering women (1,400). In Wales, the overall figure is 512 – with 413 male and 99 

female motorists – while Scotland has a lower total figure of 225, split into 192 men and 33 women. 
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SHORTAGE OF DRIVERS LEAD TO QUESTIONABLE CHANGES 

 

We are told that the UK is currently suffering from an estimated deficit of about 65,000 HGV 

drivers but what is behind the shortage and what can be done to increase the numbers entering the 

industry? However such shortage is nothing new as it has been a constant problem for years 

although it does seem to be greater just at present. 

 
As a result the Government has announced a temporary, however long that might be, increase to 

driver hours regulations which is causing safety concerns meaning drivers will be able to drive for 

longer. Having said that it is not yet confirmed how many companies or drivers will be willing to 

potentially compromise what could well be a safety critical outcome. 

 

Problems associated with the pandemic and the UK’s departure from the EU are believed to have 

led to thousands of drivers leaving the country, while driver agencies have argued that IR35 tax 

changes have meant that it’s no longer financially viable for them to place drivers in the industry. 

 

It of course to an extent has not been helped by the shutdown of both vocational training and 

driving test centres throughout much of last year meaning that only 15,000 candidates were able to 

complete their training successfully – a drop of 25,000 from the previous year. 

 

Driver Require - a driver agency based in Stevenage, estimate that over the past decade about 

150,000 of the new HGV drivers under the age of 40 who have passed their test have subsequently 

left truck driving in pursuit of an alternative career. 

 

UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF POLLEN  

 

Some hay fever treatments can be dangerous for drivers, because their sedative effect can leave a 

sufferer feeling fatigued, dizzy or groggy and so GEM Motoring Assist has issued the following safety 

checklist for any driver likely to need hay fever medicine: 

 

Prescription: if a medicine you’re taking may cause drowsiness, don’t drive. 

Over the counter: it’s not just prescription medicines that can cause drowsiness. 

Label: check for drowsiness warnings on any medicines you’re taking 

Look for alternatives: if you need to drive and a particular medicine is making you drowsy, ask 

about other drugs without these side-effects 

Enquire: check with your doctor or pharmacist if a medicine could affect your ability to drive. This 

applies to medicines you can buy over the counter as well as prescription drugs. 

New drug: be particularly careful if you are using a medicine for the first time 
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NEW HEAD OF POLICY AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

 

The Motor Cycle Industry Association (MCIA) has appointed Alfie Brierley to the position of “Head of 

Policy and Public Affairs”.  

 

Following many years this role had been outsourced by MCIA but they have 

decided to bring the role back in house to ensure a far more coordinated 

approach to the political lobby, and in turn build on the solid platform created 

by the team over the last three years.  

 

Alfie will drive forward MCIA’s policy, public affairs and trade agendas, 

representing them with key political decision makers, departmental officials 

and wider industry influencers.  

 

Alfie has extensive lobbying experience across public transport, automotive, rail and urban 

mobility, His unique skill set will help to further position MCIA and the L-Category sector as the 

essential channel through which the government will achieve its policy ambitions quicker, placing 

members at the forefront of the urban mobility revolution. 

 

 

NATIONAL ROAD VICTIMS MONTH  

RoadPeace is a national charity for road crash victims in the UK providing information and support 

services to people bereaved or seriously injured in road crashes and 

engage in evidence based policy and campaigning work to fight for justice 

for victims and reduce road danger. 

 

Set up in 1992 by a mother whose son was killed by a red light offender, 

we are a membership organisation whose work is informed by the needs 

and experiences of road crash victims.  

 

Their work includes designating August as National Road Victim Month providing an opportunity for 

the RoadPeace community to raise awareness on the injustice that crash victims’ face, as well as 

remembering loved ones killed on the roads. August was designated National Road Victim Month 

following the death of Princess Diana on 31st August 1997, and to commemorate the first death by 

a motor vehicle - Bridget Driscoll in 1896. Since then, well over half a million people have been 

killed on the roads in Great Britain.  

 

ADI FEDERATION 

 

It is with great sadness that I have to announce that the ADI Federation founded, organised and run 

by Barbara Trafford will close its doors on Friday of this week 30th July 2021. 

Efforts to find someone to take the Association over have not been successful 

and Barbara has decided come what may to retire. 

 

The ADI Federation Ltd was created in 1996 as an independent ADI association 

for the driver training industry. Its basic role was to help, support and assist 

driver trainers as and when they needed it during their day-to-day working 

life and to be a source of information. 
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PUBLIC OPINION SHIFTING TOWARDS DEFAULT 20MPH 
 

A new survey carried out by IAM RoadSmart suggests that public opinion is shifting as  more people 

support a reduction from 30mph to 20mph in built up areas and a blanket approach is not as 

unpopular as it once was as most respondents agreed all current 30mph limits should be replaced 

with a 20mph limit. This is a 13% increase from the representative sample surveyed in 2014. 

 

Specifically and outside a blanket style 

approach - areas around schools are seen as a 

high priority with 89% of respondents 

supporting a 20mph limit in such areas but 

then in close proximity of schools this is 

almost achieved in most cases by the sheer 

number of drivers taking and collecting 

children from school. 
 

Meanwhile, those against argue that 20mph is 

too slow are never the less more content than 

previously that specific roads for good 

reasons should have the lower speed but do 

not favour a blanket ban. To date the 

approach of many highway authorities has 

been to be selective. 

 

Interestingly, just over half of respondents 

(54%) would like the road outside their home 

to have a 20mph limit. This was actually just 

44% when the survey was last conducted 

seven years ago. It seems that the benefits of 

20mph limits are beginning to overtake the 

negative perception of longer journey times. 

 

Further findings from the study indicate 

strong support for a ‘soft touch’ for drivers 

caught speeding up to 30mph in a 20mph 

zone. Tailored driver education courses 

rather than fines for offenders are preferred 

by 64%. Currently the police do not generally 

enforce 20mph zones. This would require a 

change in the law which British government is 

not keen to pursue. Therefore a “key 

requirement for any 20mph zone must be that 

it is self-enforcing and self-explaining through 

signposting and road markings. 
 

However the Welsh Government has made plans to reduce the national default speed limit from 

30mph to 20mph. This will affect residential roads and busy pedestrian streets. It has stated this is 

a legislative priority for this year. Ministers in Wales have advocated the change for some time. In 

February 2021 it announced trials in eight pilot schemes and assuming success a planned national 

roll out by April 2023. The Welsh Government has launched a consultation for people to have their 

say on the change before the necessary legislation is laid. It will run for 12 weeks and come to an 

end on 30 September. 
 

Education is a key factor in persuading people to take on board such a significant change and it is 

good to see a great deal of involvement from young people taking care in this way of their 

community. Let us hope that this stays with them when they start to drive! 

 

ARE WE IDENTIFYING TRAINING NEEDS CORRECTLY 
 

Have we got our basic training right when on average?  

 

• Three people die each day on country roads. 

• Around 60% of all fatalities in Great Britain occur on rural roads  

• The number of people killed on rural roads is around 10 times higher than on motorways in 

Great Britain 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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SMART MOTORWAY REPORT 

 

The report from the parliamentary inquiry into the controversial smart motorway programme has 

which should have been published this summer has been delayed. The 

Transport Select Committee said it has been taking evidence on the roll-out 

and safety of smart motorways and has delayed the report until early autumn 

to allow more evidence to come to light. The committee said the delay will 

enable it to include outstanding information including Cluster and POPE (Post 

Opening Project Evaluation) reports, referenced in the final evidence session 

on 30th June 2021. 

 

Meanwhile Highways England has delayed the 

opening of an all lane running smart 

motorway scheme to install stopped vehicle 

detection (SVD) technology on the M27, with 

the scheme now not due to open until next 

spring. The M27 smart motorway scheme 

stretches 15 miles from Junction 4 (M3 

Interchange) to Junction 11 (Fareham). All 

links will be upgraded to dual four all-lane 

running, with the exception of between 

junctions 7 and 8 where the hard shoulder 

will be retained. It was originally due to open 

in the summer but earlier this year Highways 

England said it would be delayed until the 

end of 2021 following criticism of the 

government-owned company for not acting 

promptly to implement a 2016 pledge that 

SVD would be standard on smart motorways 

‘going forward’. 

 

The Government has said that schemes that are in progress, including those that were not initially 

designed with SVD, will not open until it is fitted. 

 

ROAD WORKER SAFETY 

 

An interesting public reaction stating that only a minority of the British public 

think enough is being done to protect road workers when much of the solution 

to their safety lies in the public being respectful and driving accordingly.  
 

The survey of more than 2,000 adults by pollsters YouGov has found that only 

42% agreed that 'enough is being done to protect road workers in the UK.  
 

The perception of safety was poorest in Wales 

at 39%.  

 

The South of England was considered safest, 

but still only had 45% of respondents saying 

they felt protection for road workers was 

good enough. 

 

And almost a third (31%) of the public stated 

they have seen another motorist drive 

carelessly or dangerously past roadworks in 

the last year. 

 

Working on carriageways next to live traffic involves a high level of risk from the traffic moving 

around the work area. Incursions into sites are frequent, as well as verbal and even physical threats 

and assaults. 
 

By way of a balance the survey found that the predominant emotions felt by drivers and pedestrians 

when encountering roadworks was ‘frustration’ (32%) impatience (22%) and confusion (15%) proving 

that there was a need to do more work to resolve the issues on both sides for everyone’s protection 

and safety 
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POSITIVE IMPACT OF CYCLE LANES EMERGING 

 

Whilst the introduction of Cycle lanes produce varying results some very encouraging data  is 

emerging from TfL and Hounslow Council  which suggests a trial cycle lane in Chiswick has led to a 

‘significant increase’ in the number of people cycling, while also reducing road danger and 

improving air quality opening doors for other cities to further consider their options given the 

results. 

 

Hounslow Council introduced trial changes in Chiswick in 

December 2020 which included a temporary protected cycle 

lane along Chiswick High Road and data shows that cycling 

along the trial route increased by 72% on weekdays between 

February and April 2021. In total, up to 2,700 people a day 

are cycling along the route confirming that cycling is now a 

major form of transport for people in the area and around 

20% of the ‘vehicles’ using the road during the day are bikes. 

      

Provisional data from the Metropolitan Police also suggests that it is now safer to cycle along 

Chiswick High Road than before the cycle lanes were introduced. In the 12 months before, there 

were eight collisions involving a cyclist, while in the six months since, there have been just 

two such collisions.  

 

Meanwhile, data from an air quality monitoring station shows levels of nitrogen dioxide, nitric oxide 

and particulate matter that are consistently lower than before the cycle lane was installed. 

 

TIME TO DECUTTER THE PAVEMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Living Streets has launched a new campaign to rid Britain’s pavements of clutter and make it easier 

for people those who legally have the right to use the pavement in safety. Poorly located rubbish 

bins, a-boards and excessive signage can make it hazardous for people to get around – particularly 

those with wheelchairs, buggies and guide dogs. 

 

They are encouraging people to write to their local councils to tackle the issue and are clear with 

their overall message that: 

 

 “Our pavements should be wide enough for 

everyone to pass each other easily. When 

footways are blocked, it forces people into 

the carriageway and into traffic. Research 

shows that people are more likely to get out 

and support their local economy when their 

streets are clutter-free. Towns and cities 

nationwide have been using government 

investment to trial schemes to create more 

space for people walking, including widening 

pavements and closing certain streets to 

traffic. We should not undo all this work and 

investment by crowding pavements with 

excessive signage and poorly placed street 

furniture.”

Traffic Safety Roads 



9 

 

 

 

DECARBONISE ALL MODES OF DOMESTIC TRANSPORT BY 2050 
 

For some time now the road safety world along with anyone involved in all forms of road training, 

traffic have had to carefully scrutinise their work to ensure that issues such as alternative modes of 

sustainable travel along with reducing pollution form part of any forward thinking and planning and 

this is now underlined by the latest Government publication. 
 

Active Travel is at the heart of the Government’s Transport Decarbonisation Plan published on 14th 

July 2021 which attempts to set out how the Government will look to increase support for cycling 

and walking so it becomes ‘the natural first choice’ for local journeys by 2050 with the aim that 

half of all journeys in towns and cities should be by cycle or walking by 2030. 
 

A £2 billion package of funding over a five-year period will be provided to include 

 

 The delivery of thousands of miles of ‘safe, continuous, direct 

routes’ for cycling in towns and cities, physically separated from 

pedestrians and motor traffic 

 Creating a new funding body and inspectorate, “Active Travel 

England”, to enforce standards and raise performance 

 Supporting the creation of more School Streets to enable more 

children to walk and cycle to school safely  

 Further investment in cycle training and behaviour change 

programmes to support cycling and walking to school including 

Bikeability training and Walk to School Outreach 

 The vision also announces plans to phase out the sale of new 

diesel and petrol heavy goods vehicles (HGVs) by 2040, subject 

to consultation.  
 

Plans already exist to ensure all new cars and vans will be zero emission by 2035 along with no new 

petrol solely propelled cars by petrol of diesel by 2030. The Government says this represents a 

‘world-leading pledge’ to phase out all polluting road vehicles within the next two decades.  

 

The consultation will propose a 2035 phase out date for vehicles weighing from 3.5 to 26 tonnes 

and 2040 date for vehicles weighing more than 26 tonnes – or earlier if a faster transition seems 

feasible. 

 

You can access a copy of the document from: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/transport-decarbonisation-plan or by direct request to 
graham@grahamfeest.com  

 

LONDON ROAD SAFETY COUNCIL 

 

The new chair of the London Road Safety Council (LRSC) is Alderman Gowman who 

represents the City of London and assumed the role at the Annual General Meeting 

on 9 July 2021 succeeding Councillor Teji Barnes, who held the position of chair for 

three years. Alison Gowman has had a longstanding interest in road danger. 

 

The new Vice Chair is Krupa Sheth who represents the London Borough of Brent on 

the LRSC. 
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STOLEN CARS IN 2020 

 

The days when you could break into a car with a coat hanger might be long gone, but figures from 

the Driving and Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) show 

that there were still 74,769 cars stolen in the UK last 

year – one every seven minutes and a 33% increase on 

2019. 

 

According to the Office for National Statistics (ONS), 72% 

of stolen vehicles are never returned to their owners, 

too. 

 

Unsurprisingly, the list of the most popular cars with 

thieves is dominated by a mix of prestige models and 

some of the UK's best sellers. From the information 

gathered we note the top 10with the number reported 

stolen  

 

MOTORING PUBLIC DO NOT LIKE E-SCOOTERS 

 

Two thirds of motorists have stated they are opposed to sharing the roads with e-scooters, 

according to an online survey of over 1,100 people conducted by Motorpoint which has found 69% of 

drivers against the new form of transport. 
 

Drivers are concerned the UK Government will decide to make e-scooters a road-legal form of 

transport once a trial throughout England has been completed but they are I believe going to have 

to get used to it as I fancy the decision has already been made unless the trial really throws up 

something very unexpected.  
 

The UK is one of the last countries in Europe where 

the use of e-scooters is illegal on public roads which is 

why the government set up rental e-scooter schemes 

in various locations around the UK to assess their 

safety, popularity, and reductions in traditional traffic 

in order to improve pollution levels in urban areas. 

The trial itself was brought forward when the 

Pandemic came along in an effort to help people in 

the early stages avoid/or as an alternative to using 

public transport. 

 

The trial will now continue until March 2022 giving the Government more time to gather data, 

especially as lockdown restrictions are eased. 
 

The Chief Executive Officer of Motorpoint believes that e-scooters offer an ingenious way for 

people to navigate through our streets. They are particularly effective for short journeys and their 

growing popularity cannot be ignored. However, it is clear from our survey that people have 

reservations. Currently e-scooters are being used illegally on the pavement which is causing worries 

for pedestrians and vulnerable road users. More needs to be done to address these and other 

concerns before e-scooters can be classed as a legal form of transport by the Government. 
 

The government is set to review and consult on the issue over the next year. 

CARS STOLEN IN 2020 

10: Nissan Qashqai –    655 

  9: BMW 5 Series -    678 

  8: Mercedes E-Class -    766 

  7: Land Rover Discovery -  900 

  6: Vauxhall Astra -   1126 

  5: BMW 3 Series –   1435 

  4: Ford Focus –   1587 

  3: Volkswagen Golf –   1975 

  2: Range Rover –   2881 

  1: Ford Fiesta -   3392 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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UPDATED VERSION OF THE HIGHWAY CODE COMING SOON 

 

Highways England who have become responsible for The 

Highway Code have confirmed that they will be updating the 

current version later this year to include help to enable road 

users to  better understand how motorways and high-speed 

roads operate.  
 

The guidance is being updated after more than 3,200 people 

and organisations responded to a recent consultation on the 

proposed revisions.  

 

The update will include: 

 

 Clearer advice on where to stop in an emergency 

 The importance of not driving in a lane closed by a red X 

 The use of variable speed limits to manage congestion 

 Updated guidance on key factors that contribute to safety-related incidents, including 

driving while tired, unroadworthy vehicles, safe towing, tailgating and driving in roadworks 

 

In total, 33 existing rules will be amended and two new rules will be introduced. There will also be 

a number of amendments made to the additional information within The Highway Code and its 

annexes. 

 

DRUG OFFENCES CATCHING UP WITH ALCOHOL  

From a recent Drugs and alcohol ROADPOL* Campaign across Europe it has been recorded that 

drugged driving is proliferating fast and is quickly closing in on 

alcohol-related offences. This is something which has been the 

cause of concern in the UK and the suggestion being that many drug 

offences go undetected as the primary test given is for drink.  

 

During a twenty four hour campaign period at the weekend in 14 

participating countries about 160,009 drivers were checked. 3,304 

drivers were found under the influence of alcohol and 2,107 under 

the influence of drugs. The drugged drivers account for more than 

35% of the total amount of drivers under the influence of dangerous substances with part of the 

explanation due to the operation being carried out on a weekend when recreational drug use is 

known to increase.  
 

Overall during the week of the campaign a total of 462,459 drivers were checked. 12,250 drivers 

were under the influence of alcohol and 2,150 under the influence of drugs.  
 

It is not possible to indicate in which country the violation percentage was the highest because the 

way of checking differs too much along with the Covid-19 pandemic restrictions varying – so 

producing any real meaningful statistics by country would be of little help in determining any real 

hotspot. 

 

(*RoadPol is the network of European traffic police forces primarily committed to reducing the number of 

deaths and serious injuries on European roads.RoadPol comprises the traffic police forces of most European 

countries)  

Traffic Safety Roads 
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BRITISH EURORAP RESULTS 2021: 

Building Back Safer – Making Roads Fit for 2030 

 

This annual report produced by the Road Safety Foundation in partnership with Ageas Insurance, 

tracks the performance of motorways and ‘A’ roads in Great Britain and shows how risk varies 

across the road network and identifies roads that have improved significantly over time and those 

that remain persistently higher risk. 

 

Building Back Safer: Making roads fit for 2030 

indicates that a safer road network is 

fundamentally in line with the government's stated 

objectives in terms of investment in infrastructure, 

skills and innovation and levelling up every part of 

Great Britain and in particular highlighting ten per 

cent of motorways and "A" roads that are clear 

priorities for investment. 

 

The report summarises the levels of investment needed to tackle the 10% of each road network 

(strategic and local roads in England, Scotland and Wales) with the potential to prevent the 

greatest number of deaths and serious injuries per £1 spent over a 20-year period. It also shows the 

10% of English local authority roads – by region – that would offer the best returns, so investment is 

spread across England. 

 

Together it is estimated that these investment packages totalling £1.4 billion could prevent well 

over 11,000 fatal and serious injuries over the next 20 years.  

 
A copy of this report can be sent to you on request to graham@grahamfeest.com 
   

 

 

REDUCING CASUALTIES BY STOPPING CRASHES - HULL 

 

The Graham Feest Consultancy will only be running two events in the remainder of 2021although it 

has many planned for 2022 the dates of which can be found at https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-

events/upcoming-events/  

 

This first in Hull supported by the City Council has its early bird discount price closing in the next 

few days. See the link to find out more details and an on-line application form. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Traffic Safety Roads 

REDUCING CASUALTIES BY STOPPING CRASHES 

 (Events Promoted by the Graham Feest Consultancy) 

Monday 27th September 2021 

The Guildhall, Hull 
Find out more at  

        https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-events/hull-2021/ 

      and follow the link to the booking form 

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNTS END 31st JULY 2021 

Accredited by SoRSA 

Financially supported by 

mailto:graham@grahamfeest.com
https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-events/
https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-events/
https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-events/hull-2021/
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WELCOMING ROADS 
 

The Motorcycle Action Group (MAG) has launched a new vision for road safety, looking to ‘preserve the 

successful aspects’ of Vision Zero (VZ), while ‘shedding unhelpful baggage’. For many years, MAG has 

voiced significant concerns about elements of the Vision Zero brand. It supports aspects of the approach 

but believes that the ideological goal of zero casualties ‘falls short of the test of pragmatism’. MAG has 

launched its own Manifesto under the title of ‘Welcoming Roads’ which promotes safer roads for all road 

user groups including pedestrians, cyclists, drivers, horse riders and motorcyclists. MAG says its proposal 

‘seeks to preserve the successful aspects of VZ whilst shedding unhelpful baggage’ and is keen to open a 

dialogue on its approach with road safety professionals and stakeholders. The Manifesto statement 

reads:  
 

Background 

The Motorcycle Action Group (MAG) has been openly opposed to elements of the ‘Vision Zero’ brand 
for road safety for many years. There are elements of the Vision Zero approach - notably the Safe Systems 
model - which we fully support. However, we contend that the ideological goal of zero casualties, whilst 
morally pure, falls short of the test of pragmatism. 
 

We believe that as a branding exercise Vision Zero actively creates barriers 
to engagement with parts of the road-using public. Crucially those same disengaged 
parts of the road-using public are the parts in most need of progress from a safety 
perspective. The championing of unrealistic targets leads to disengagement and, in 
some circumstances, resistance to efforts to improve road-user behaviours. 
Furthermore, we contend that Vision Zero has evolved with an apparent imbalance 
of priorities which leads, in some situations, to division and perceptions of 
ostracism. Using road safety as a tool to influence changes in transport choices 
creates the danger of a zero sum game.  
 

To achieve equality of outcome the approach can lead to exaggerated promotion of some transport 
choices whilst neglecting other, equally legal, modal choices. We are keen that the recent plateau in road 
casualty reductions is overcome. We are calling for a fresh approach that adopts and preserves the successful 
aspects of Vision Zero yet sheds unhelpful ‘baggage’ and breaks the stagnation currently encountered by the 
philosophy. We ask for the road safety sector to adopt an evolution of the Vision Zero branding to one that we 
brand as a vision for “Welcoming Roads” 
 

Welcoming Roads 

At its heart, this vision recognises that roads and pavements are a valuable shared asset owned by, 
and servicing, all citizens. 
 

Welcoming Roads recognises that: 

•  Roads are legitimately used for many purposes, including commuting, logistics, leisure, sport and 
exercise. 

•  No-one should feel disproportionately restricted from using the roads for any of these purposes. 
•  Everyone should expect to be able to use the roads with equal efficiency and safety, regardless of 

their legal and legitimate modal choice and purpose for using the road. 
•  All road users have a duty to show consideration and compromise with their fellow citizens to 

maintain an environment that is welcoming to all. 
 

Welcoming Roads applies the Safe System pillars equally, without prejudice, to all road users 
regardless of their modal choice or legitimate use of the road network. 
 

Welcoming Roads strives to deliver equal safety for all users regardless of their legal modal choice or 
legitimate use of the road network. 
 

Welcoming Roads relies on SMART (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic, and Timely) targets. 
 
We offer the Welcoming Roads vision, not as an attack on the Vision Zero mantra, but rather as an evolution of 
the philosophy. We welcome debate and constructive suggestions for polishing the vision, but above all ask 
that it is received in the spirit that it is intended: as a vision to consolidate previous success, and restart 
further improvement in safety for all on our roads. 

Traffic Safety Roads 



14 

 

 
 

ELECTRIC VEHICLES MORE POPULAR THAN EVER 

 

The realisation that 2030 is now only a few years away is making people think more carefully about 

the choices they are making in new car purchasing now as is confirmed by  The Society of Motor 

Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) confirming that June was another month that demonstrated a 

massive rise in the popularity of new electric cars. Sales of new battery electric car jumped by 

more than 50% in just a month and made June the fourth best month on record for sales of these 

vehicles. 
 

The RAC now estimates that half of all plug-in vehicles on the UK’s roads are now pure electric 

models and it appears to be the case that the rising share of new electric cars is happening at the 

expense of those powered by petrol or diesel engines. 

 

In addition the RAC and British Gas have joined forces to make it easier and more affordable for 

drivers to make the switch to an electric car. 
 

Following on from the RAC launching its market-leading electric vehicle (EV) 

leasing website, the new partnership means customers can have a smart 7kW 

home charge point installed by an expert British Gas engineer and take 

advantage of a bespoke electricity tariff with cheaper off-peak overnight 

charging. 

 

Having a home charge point on a competitively priced electricity tariff makes 

running an electric car much easier, cheaper and greener, by making use of 

excess renewable energy when demand is low overnight. 

 

COMPARING HEALTH AND SAFETY DEATHS 

 

Provisional data from the Health and Safety Executive shows that 142 workers were killed at work 

in Great Britain in 2020/21, an increase of 29 from the previous year, though the 

number of deaths in 2019/20 (113) was low compared to other recent years. In 

statistical terms the number of fatalities has remained broadly level in recent years 

– the average annual number of workers killed at work over the five years 2016/17-

2020/21 is 136.  
 

The figures released by the Health and Safety 

Executive (HSE) relate to workplace 

incidents. They do not include deaths arising 

from occupational exposure to disease, 

including Covid-19 nor do they include those 

people who are killed on the road whilst 

undertaking work related journeys either as 

drivers, riders, cyclists or pedestrians. 

 

The three most common causes of fatal 

injuries continue to be workers falling from 

height (35), being struck by a moving vehicle 

in their place of work (25) and being struck 

by a moving object (17), accounting for more 

than half of fatalities in 2020/21. 

 

These figures also continue to highlight the 

risks to older workers with around 30 per cent 

of fatal injuries in 2020/21 involving workers 

aged 60 or over, even though such workers 

only make up around 11 per cent of the 

workforce. 
 

In addition, members of the public continue to be killed in connection with work-related incidents. 

In 2020/21, 60 members of the public were killed as a result of a work-related incident. 

 

 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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REDUCING CASUALTIES BY STOPPING CRASHES - STIRLING 
 

The Graham Feest Consultancy will only be running two events in the remainder of 2021although it 

has many planned for 2022 the dates of which can be found at https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-

events/upcoming-events/  

 

This second event in Stirling has its early bird discount price closing in the next few days. See the 

link to find out more details and an on-line application form. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BACKPAGE JULY ANSWERS 
 

The answers to the Backpage pictorials for last month were 

1 The Tower of London 
2 Welsh Parliament Building known as the Senedd in Cardiff Bay 
3 Statue of Lady Godiva in Coventry 
4 Eddystone Lighthouse in Cornwall 
5 The National Memorial Arboretum in Alrewas, Staffordshire 
6 Trent Bridge Cricket Ground in Nottingham 
7 Spinnaker Tower in Portsmouth, Hampshire 

 

Two Road Safety Network Members scored six out of the seven winning absolutely nothing but the 

honour of being mentioned here. They were Ron Tregaskes and Ed Pascoe.  

 

 Do have a look at this month’s selection and see what you are able to identify. 

 
VIEWS OPINIONS AND ARTICLES SOUGHT 

 

I am seeking and indeed inviting for publication one the next newsletter views, opinions and 

articles on any subject of your choosing relating to Transport, Traffic Safety and Roads and in 

particular: 

 

 Views and experiences of e- scooters and if you have used one of the hire schemes what 

you think 

 The gap which exists between what we teach learners and the crashes they are involved in 

during the early days of passing their test 

 The frustration caused when confronted with long sections of motorway road works and no 

apparent road workers on site  

Traffic Safety Roads 

REDUCING CASUALTIES BY STOPPING CRASHES 

 (Events Promoted by the Graham Feest Consultancy) 

Monday 4th October 2021 

The Colessio Hotel, Stirling 
Find out more at  

https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-events/stirling-2021/ 

and follow the link to the booking form 

Financially supported by 

Accredited by SoRSA 

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNTS END 31st JULY 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-events/
https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-events/
https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-events/stirling-2021/
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BACKPAGE 

Can you identify these – a somewhat easier collection than in previous months I fancy 
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