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LONDON ULTRA LOW EMISSION ZONE EXTENDED 

(and in addition is pay per mile on the cards?) 

 

London’s Ultra Low Emission Zone (ULEZ) has been enlarged and now covers all areas within the North 

and South Circular roads and will be 18 times the original area, which originally was the same as the 

central London Congestion Charge Zone. The actual North Circular (A406) and South Circular (A205) 

roads are not in the zone. 

 

The ULEZ will run 24 hours, seven days a week, except 

Christmas Day, and even a short trip inside the zone using a 

vehicle that doesn't meet the ULEZ emissions standards 

incurs the £12.50 daily charge. TfL said the existing ULEZ has 

seen toxic pollution slashed by half and that more than 80% 

of vehicles are now compliant. 

 

However, it is estimated that up to 100,000 cars, 35,000 vans 

and 3,000 lorries a day could potentially be affected by the 

tighter standards in the expanded area, with drivers of cars, 

small vans and motorbikes paying a £12.50 daily charge. 

 

However, many petrol and diesel vehicles are still exempt 

from the scheme and extending the reach of a flat charge 

may incentivise Londoners to drive more to get value from 

their daily payments and therefore a think tank has called 

on mayor Sadiq Khan to go further and introduce a pay-per-

mile road user charging scheme in the hope that people will 

not drive for the sake of it having paid the charge. It is also 

considered that a pay-per-mile road user charging scheme 

would further improve air quality, reduce congestion, 

encourage Londoners to walk, cycle and use public 

transport.  

 

In any event the likelihood is that at some point in the near future the government will have to 

introduce a nationwide road user charging scheme to replace lost fuel duties and introducing such a 

scheme in London would provide a good test bed for such a scheme.  

 

However as I read on through my vast amount of information coming in I am finding that the concepts 

for road pricing are potentially further advanced in terms of the capabilities to do so than most 

members of the public are aware and there are claims that it could be introduced nationwide very 

quickly if the political will was there to do so – a decision which will almost certainly have to be made 

in the not too distant future if not at the end of the lifetime of this parliament then certainly the 

next. With current fuel prices at the level which they are it could offer some relief at least in 

perception terms, if the duty was removed from fuel to another system with road users paying more 

realistically for the amount, they use the road thereby making them think twice about the savings 

they could make on shorter journeys by using alternative modes such as walking, cycling or public 

transport.  

 

Road Pricing is a politically difficult topic, with governments reluctant to forge ahead due to the 

backlash anticipated from angry motorists although public opinion is changing and it’s thought to be 

the fairest alternative to fuel duty - which will need replacing in the next decade or so.  

Traffic Safety Roads 
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NETWORK MANAGEMENT, TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDERS AND PARKING ON THE PAVEMENT 

 

The Department for Transport (DfT) is currently reviewing major policy and guidance changes, 

including those covering network management and traffic regulation orders, as well as deciding its 

next move on pavement parking. 

 

The Government is working on its commitment to refresh the network 

management duty guidance related to the Traffic Management Act 2004. A 

current scoping a research project is looking at updating and refreshing the Act 

and bringing it into line with where policy is going now. There will be plenty of 

opportunity for people to have their say and is seen as a good opportunity to 

look again at how we manage our roads. This follows on from the additional 

statutory guidance around reallocated road space released in May 2020 in the 

first wave of the pandemic. 

 

Work is also being done on potential reforms to Traffic Regulation Orders (TRO). These are legal 

documents that restrict or prohibit the use of the highway 

network, in line with The Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984.TROs 

also became a hot topic during the pandemic as local authorities 

used experimental orders to reallocate or close road space away 

from motor vehicles and encourage modal shift to active travel. 

Highway Authorities have suggested there is not enough flexibility 

in TROs to give authorities a chance to trial new schemes, 

especially considering timescales and the pressures of local 

consultation and engagement duties. 

 

There has been a recent public consultation about parking 

on the pavement and with the analysis having been done it 

is awaiting a decision ministerial decision of what action is 

to be taken. The options on the move, which in particular 

is designed to support vulnerable groups including the 

disabled and children as well as parents with pushchairs, 

have been narrowed down to two. Ministers are considering 

whether to create a civil obstruction offence or implement 

a national ban, which could extend restrictions already in 

place in London across the country. 

 

ALCOHOL INTERLOCKS 

 

The European Union agreed in 2019 that all new types of cars, vans, lorries and buses should be fitted 

with a standardised interface for the connection of an alcohol 

interlock from next year.  The requirement would be extended to all 

new vehicles in those categories sold from 2024.  
 

However, Spain is considering a new law which could see alcohol 

interlocks required on lorries and buses from next year meaning that 

the proposal goes substantially further by requiring lorries and buses 

to be fitted with the actual devices.  Alcohol interlocks require the 

driver to blow into a device that prevents a vehicle being started if 

he or she is over a pre-set limit. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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REDUCING ROAD DEATHS AMONG YOUNG PEOPLE 
 

A new report looks at the progress made in Europe in reducing road deaths among young people. It 

is based on the latest available data from the 32 EU and non-EU countries that participate in European 

Transport Safety Council’s (ETSC’s) Road Safety Performance Index (PIN) programme, examining 

trends over time as well as differences between countries. The report comes in three parts: Part 1 

looks at road deaths, Part 2 at serious injuries, and Part 3 at countermeasures that are in effect, or 

should be considered. 
 

In this report we consider ‘young people’ to be those aged 15 to 30 (inclusive) 

 

ETSC report that, in 2019, 5,182 young people 

were killed in road collisions in the 25 EU 

countries for which figures are available. Road 

deaths among young people aged 15 to 30 in 

the EU represent around a fifth of deaths from 

all causes in that age group and around 40% of 

road deaths in the EU take place in collisions 

that involve one or more young drivers or 

powered two-wheeler riders. 

 

Those overall numbers mask a huge gender 

disparity. The report says that men represent 

81% of all road deaths among young people 

aged 15-30. Large differences between male 

and female road mortality remain even after 

taking into consideration the fact that men 

drive more than women. 

 

The report acknowledges that while young 

people are a high-risk group in themselves, 

most young people do not deliberately drive 

unsafely. The risks associated with young 

drivers and riders stem from inexperience, 

immaturity and lifestyle linked to their age 

and gender. Data show that the younger a 

person starts unrestricted solo driving, the 

more likely it is that he or she will have a fatal 

collision, particularly if under 18 years-old. 

 

Young people, especially men, are also over-

represented when it comes to road deaths 

linked to drink-driving and drugs. Enforcing 

and tightening legal Blood Alcohol 

Concentration limits and improved help for 

those living with identified alcohol and other 

drug issues can therefore help prevent these 

deaths. 

 

The European Commission is currently reviewing rules on driver licensing, with an updated legal 

proposal expected in the next 18 months. ETSC is also calling for the European Commission to 

recommend a drink-driving limit set effectively at zero (enforced at 0.2 g/l Blood Alcohol 

Concentration) – a measure that is especially important for younger drivers.  Regarding drug driving, 

ETSC would also like to see a European-wide zero-tolerance limit for illicit psychoactive drugs. 
 

You can find a copy of the report initially at 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/ after which it can be located at: 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-research-documents/ 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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CAR AND TRAILER TESTING ACCREDITATION SCHEME 

 

From 15th November 2021 motorists are no longer be required to take a separate car and trailer test 

to tow a trailer in Great Britain in what is seen as a retro-grade step in road safety terms- a move 

which has been made to free up more examiners to conduct tests for HGV drivers. 

 
However at least the government continues to encourage any motorist who wants to drive a car and 

trailer to get professional training from an authorised trainer and make sure they have the right skills 

and knowledge to tow safely and it is for everyone to ensure that people are encouraged to take 

some training. The new scheme will hopefully encourage those who towed previously but did not 

need a test given the low weight of their trailer – although this never took into consideration its 

length to take training as a matter of course. 

 

The government is working closely with the towing community, including trainers, business users and 

groups representing those who tow for leisure, agriculture or other purposes to develop a voluntary 

accreditation scheme which will be open to drivers who want to use their car to tow for example a 

horse box trailer; a caravan; a boat; a jet ski; a food van; a canoe; a glider; farm, industrial or 

construction plant; for waste disposal and gardening services; for third sector voluntary organisations 

 

As well as making sure all drivers who tow a trailer have the skills, knowledge and competencies they 

need to tow safely, this also helps ensure an employer's corporate responsibilities to make sure safe 

working practices are being met and for those who tow for leisure purposes, it will help make sure 

they can tow both legally and safely to get the most from their chosen towing activity. 

 

DVSA will set the standards for the scheme and will be part of any future governance to support the 

accrediting body who will be responsible for the quality of the scheme. 

 

  

SHARP 2025 PROJECT 

 

The DfT’s Safety Helmet Assessment and Rating Programme (SHARP) is a motorcycle helmet safety 

consumer information scheme providing an independent and objective 

assessment of helmet safety performance.  
 

Since the SHARP scheme was launched, there has been new knowledge and 

understanding of the factors involved in motorcyclist injuries, including a focus 

on the risks associated with rotational forces experienced during real-world 

helmet impacts. This has led to important changes for several international motorcycle helmet test 

and assessment standards and regulations. To ensure the SHARP scheme remains up to date, the DfT 

is carrying out a research project led by TRL to review and upgrade the current test and rating 

protocols of the scheme.  

 

 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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ROAD COLLISION INVESTIGATION BRANCH 

 

Following a great deal of lobbying by many road safety bodies the Department for Transport (DfT) 

has launched a consultation on proposals to set up a Road Collision Investigation Branch (RCIB), which 

would operate much like the similar independent bodies that already exist for air, maritime and rail. 
 

An RCIB would carry out thematic investigations and probe specific incidents of concern to establish 

the causes of collisions and make independent safety recommendations to help further improve road 

safety across the country. 
 

Roads Minister Baroness Vere said: 
 

“The UK’s roads are among the safest in the world, but we’re 

always looking at ways to make them even safer. A new 

investigation branch would play a huge role in this work by 

identifying the underlying causes of road traffic collisions, so we 

can take action to prevent them from happening again. It would 

also provide us with vital insight as we continue to modernise 

our road network to ensure better, greener and safer journeys.” 
 

Director of the RAC Foundation Steve Gooding said: 
 

“After excellent progress across many years, sustained road 

safety improvement has been hard to achieve over the past 

decade, both in the UK and further afield. We should be 

challenging ourselves on whether we are understanding all we 

can about the causes of road collisions and what could be done 

to prevent them – our research to date suggests that more could 

be learnt – which is why today’s consultation is so important and 

so welcome.” 
 

This consultation itself seeks views on the desirability of establishing an RCIB and how it might 

operate and will run until 9 December 2021. 
 

You can find a copy of the consultation at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/ 

 

 

TACKLING THE LACK OF YOUNG FEMALE CYCLISTS 
 

A campaign has been launched to encourage more teenage girls in Scotland to cycle as statistics show 

only half as many young women – aged 13-18 years – cycle to school, compared to young men of the 

same age and Sustrans aims to change this by empowering young female cycling ambassadors. 

The campaign hashtag is #AndSheCycles campaign. 
 

Schools, colleges and youth groups are being invited to participate in a three-part interactive 

workshop, which will help shape and influence local #AndSheCycles campaigns and action plans. 

There will be support, advice, equipment and up to £2,000 of funding available for groups of young 

women to enable them to develop and implement their action plans.  

 

It is pointed out that you don’t need specialist equipment or huge muscles to ride. Riding usually 

results in an increase in self-esteem and happiness and it offers an affordable, independent travel 

solution. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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THE SAFETY OF PRIVATE E-SCOOTERS IN THE UK 

 

There is an anticipation that the Department for Transport will seek to legalise the use of e-scooters 

in the not-too-distant future and there are many concerns about the move which will open the flood 

gates to both those which are available via current and increasing loan 

scheme trials and those which are privately owned and are currently 

not permitted to be used on the highway. 
 

There are around 20,000 regulated devices via current trial schemes 

but in addition an estimated 360,000 private e-scooters were sold in 

2020 alone, and the number is likely to be close to 500,000 in use this 

year. Despite being illegal to ride a private e-scooter in public places, 

they are increasingly being used in these spaces.  
 

PACTS has been awarded a grant by the Road Safety Trust to collect 

data relating to incidents involving these devices and to form 

recommendations for their construction and use and to gather data of 

casualties involving e-scooters (riders and other road users) collected 

from the media, police forces and at least one major trauma centre. 
 

In the first ten months of 2021, there have been 

at least nine deaths involving private e-scooters, 

and numerous serious injuries to both riders and 

other road users according to a PACTS interim 

report which presents information from the 

police, insurers and leading NHS trauma 

surgeons. 

 

There are concerns about regulations being 

purely made based on the evidence provided 

from the official trials without taking into 

consideration the risks associated by those who 

own such devices in a private capacity. 

 

There is a world of safety difference between e-

scooter rental schemes and the use of private e-

scooters, says the Parliamentary Advisory Council 

for Transport Safety (PACTS) and importantly any 

assessment and evaluation of rental trials cannot 

and should not be automatically applied to 

regulations for private e-scooters and 

understanding the safety of private e-scooters is 

essential before regulations are drawn up. 

Evaluation of the government trials of rental e-

scooters alone will not provide this information. 

 

The safety of private e-scooters in the UK shows 

that private e-scooters are unlike rental e-

scooters in both their construction and use.  The 

report calls on the government to acknowledge 

that, while the evaluation of official trials may 

produce information on the safety of rental 

schemes, it will not sufficiently inform them 

about the safe construction and use of private e-

scooters. 

  

You can find a copy of the report initially at 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/ after which it can be located at: 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-research-documents/ 

 

RENEW ON LINE - IT SAVES YOU MONEY 
 

Around 23% of the two million photocard licence renewal applications made to the Driver and Vehicle 

Licensing Agency (DVLA) in the 11-month period between April 2020 and March 2021 were sent from 

a post box or post office, rather than submitted online which is the quicker and cheaper option and 

in total cost drivers an overall £2.3 million.  

 

It costs £14 to renew your licence using the Gov.UK website, with the new photocard arriving within 

five days. Meanwhile, applying via post costs £17 and the delivery of the new licence takes longer. 

In the first ten 
months of 2021, 
there have been at 
least nine deaths 
involving private 
e-scooters, and 
numerous serious 
injuries to both 
riders and other 
road users  

Traffic Safety Roads 
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GLOBAL ROAD SAFETY PLAN 

 

The Global Plan for the second Decade of Action for Road Safety 2021-2030 has been launched and 

marks an important step in the ongoing effort to meet a target of halving road deaths and injuries by 

2030.  
 

In September 2020, the United Nations (UN) General 

Assembly adopted a resolution of "Improving global road 

safety" announcing the second Decade of Action for Road 

Safety 2021-2030, with the ambitious target of preventing at 

least 50% of road traffic deaths and injuries by 2030. The 

World Health Organisation (WHO) and the UN regional 

commissions, working with other partners in the UN have 

developed a Global Plan for the Decade of Action. 

 

The Global Plan aligns with the Stockholm Declaration* by 

emphasizing the importance of a holistic approach to road 

safety, and calling on continued improvements in the design 

of roads and vehicles; enhancement of laws and law 

enforcement; and provision of timely, life-saving emergency 

care for the injured. The Global Plan also reflects the 

Stockholm Declaration’s promotion of policies to promote 

walking, cycling and using public transport as inherently 

healthy and environmentally sound modes of transport. 

 

This new Decade of Action provides an opportunity for harnessing the successes and lessons of the 

2010’s 

 

You can find the Global Road Safety Plan at: 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/ after which it can be located at: 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/strategy-documents-and-action-plans/ 

 

*You can find the Stockholm declaration at 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/strategy-documents-and-action-plans/ 

 

 

DRIVER ALCOHOL DETECTION SYSTEM 

 

Are we on the way to Alcohol Interlocks being old technology?  

 

Technology developed by the Driver Alcohol Detection System for Safety (DADSS) Research Program 

based in the US looks to be on course for a trial in Victoria Australia amongst fleet drivers. 

 

The PAS (Passive Alcohol Sensor) technology detects 

alcohol in a driver’s breath when they first enter the 

vehicle, which is significantly different from existing 

ignition interlocks and breathalysers which require the 

driver to activate the system by breathing into a machine 

before the car will start.  

 

The system is designed to take accurate readings in less than a second. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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COMMUTING AND WORKING FROM HOME 
 

The findings of a new survey have indicated, at least in the short term and there is no real sense of 

what the short term might look like, that the typical Monday-to-Friday commute may be ‘gone for 

good’ as a result of the pandemic undoubtably underlining the fact that it is possible for more people 

to work efficiently and successfully from home and keep rising fuel costs in balance. 

 

Some would equally argue that by working from 

home they are do their bit for climate change 

but this needs to be balanced out against the 

costs and pollution of heating more homes in the 

winter months. Against this backdrop the 

Government are urging people to go back into 

their offices no doubt because other parts of the 

economy are suffering as a result of the lack of 

customers. 

 

The survey was carried out for the annual RAC Report on Motoring 

 

The findings show that while 49% of drivers 

commuted five days a week before the 

pandemic, just 32% expect to in the future. 

 

Nearly a third (30%) now expect to commute 

between one and four days a week – with the 

average number of commuting days dropping 

from four to three. 

 

In addition, 19% of respondents expect to give 

up the commute by car altogether, while 12% 

who used to commute via other means – bus, 

train, tube, walk or bike – before the pandemic 

say they’ll continue to do so in the future.  

 

Commenting a RAC spokesman, said: “These figures paint a picture of how car use is likely to change 

as a direct result of the pandemic, with a reduction in the number of days a week drivers commute 

by car being one of the most striking findings. Many drivers clearly expect that ‘hybrid working’ will 

become the norm which could have a profound effect on the overall volume of vehicles on the roads 

during the week – although whether it signals an end to congestion during peak hours is another 

matter.” 

 

The survey also highlights the importance drivers place on having access to a car, as the country finds 

ways of living with the coronavirus. 
 

Some 82% of drivers this year said they would 

struggle without a car, the highest proportion 

recorded by the RAC since 2006, up from 79% 

last year and 74% in 2019.  

 

Drivers in rural areas are much more likely to 

say they are car-dependent (87% of drivers, 

compared to 77% of town and city dwellers).  
 

The survey also suggests that ‘negative attitudes towards public transport among drivers might be 

hardening’ which is not something which policy makers will wish to hear as we attempt to get more 

of the population using such modes.  

 

For the second year running fewer than half of 

drivers (46%) said they would use their cars 

less even if public transport was improved 

(compared to 59% just three years ago). 

 

Just a fifth (22%) say they see public transport 

as an attractive alternative to taking the car. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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SMART MOTORWAY DEBATE CONTINUES 

 

The debate about Smart Motorways continues with the latest report from the Transport Select 

Committee (TSC) which has criticised the failure to install stopped vehicle detection (SVD) technology 

and has called for an independent evaluation of the 

effectiveness and operation of SVD.  
 

It is also concerned that drivers and passengers who stop or 

breakdown in a live lane are put at risk for too long, 

because the technology used to respond to these incidents 

is not as effective and reliable as it should be.’ This appears 

to refer to all types of technology, including the CCTV, the 

MIDAS system and SVD. 
 

The committee said the rollout of ALR schemes 

should be paused until five years of safety and 

economic data is available and safety 

improvements have been delivered and 

independently evaluated. 
 

MPs have described as ‘woeful’ the efforts to 

communicate ‘this radical change to motorway 

design’, where the hard shoulder is 

permanently converted to a running lane. They 

said that both the Department for Transport 

(DfT) and Highways England (as it was known) 

failed to deliver on promises to implement 

safety improvements for ALR schemes, adding 

that safety risks should have been addressed 

before ALR schemes were rolled out and that 

the available data on safety of ALR is ‘limited 

and volatile’. 

 

The TSC said steps introduced by ministers in 

last year’s stocktake ‘do not fully address the 

risks associated with the removal of the hard 

shoulder’  

 

Committee chair Huw Merriman MP said:  
 

‘Looking at the available evidence, smart motorways do appear to be safer than conventional motorways 

even once the hard-shoulder is removed. However, this evidence is also open to question. Only 29 miles 

of these all-lane running smart motorways have operated for over five years. It therefore feels too soon, 

and uncertain, to use this as an evidence base to remove the hard shoulder from swathes of our motorway 

network. The same evidence shows that other forms of smart motorways, where the hard shoulder is 

converted to a live lane at peak times of congestion, have lower casualty rates than removing the hard 

shoulder altogether.’  

 

It must however be borne in mind that not all crashes within All Lane Running sections can be 

attributed to the fact that there is no hard shoulder. 

 

LEARNING TO DRIVE – THE VITAL QUESTIONS 
 

When it comes to learning to drive trainers will say that there are generally only two initial questions 

which they get asked: 
 

• How long will it take me to pass my test? 

• How much do you charge for a lesson? 
 

Driver trainers may now need to consider a third particularly given young people’s awareness of the 

environment and seemingly their concerns over climate change and CO2 emissions  

 

• Is your car electric? 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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DAZZLING SUN 

 

Cycling UK is urging people to take care when driving at times when the sun is lower in the sky in the 

early morning or late afternoon following data which shows 17 people cycling died in 2020 following 

a collision with a motor vehicle where “dazzling sun” was a contributory factor.  
 

Cycling UK is also asking drivers to consider: 
 

• Give as much room as practically possible when 

overtaking (at least a car’s width) due to need of cyclists 

to manoeuvre around drains, potholes and other road 

debris; 

• Give more in wet weather when surfaces will be more 

slippery; and use dipped headlights when approaching 

people cycling as they would for other road users; 
 

Cycling UK says cyclists, like all road users, should behave responsibly and within the law and should 

ensure that they have reflectors and working lights while cycling at night. Cyclists must have white 

front and red rear lights lit at night – flashing lights are now permitted. They must have their cycle 

fitted with a red rear reflector, and amber pedal reflectors if it was manufactured after 1st October 

1985. 

 

RESTRAIN YOUR PET  

 

Road Safety Wales have taken time to remind all drivers of the need to ensure that all their pets are 

properly restrained and secure when being transported by car. 

They highlight that the driving task demands full attention of 

the driver and an unobstructed view of the road without the 

added worry of a pet moving around in the vehicle pointing out 

that even the most well-behaved animal can become 

frightened by something unusual and react in a way which 

compromises the safety of the driver, passengers and other 

road users.  
 

The forces involved in a collision make the consequences significant - at 30mph, an unrestrained dog 

weighing 50lb (22½kg) would be thrown forward with a force equivalent to almost nine 12 stone 

(80kg) people. The potential for serious harm to your dog and people in the vehicle can be mitigated 

by safely securing your pet using the correct restraint. Furthermore, if a collision occurs when a pet 

is loose in the vehicle, they could escape, be hit by another vehicle or cause a further collision. 

 

IAM ROADSMART CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
 

IAM RoadSmart, CEO, Tony Greenidge, has taken the decision after four years with the charity to step 

down. Tony originally joined the IAM as Business Development Director and took over 

as CEO 18 months ago.  He will remain in his position until the end of March 2022.   
 

Tony said: “This is a key time for IAM RoadSmart which will be underpinned by a new 

five-year strategic plan.  After much contemplation, I feel it is important that the 

CEO who takes IAM forward into a new phase of change and strategic growth, remains in place to see 

it through to completion I will work closely with Trustees to prepare the path for the next Chief 

Executive.” 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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REVIEW INTO HGV/PCV DRIVER CERTIFICATE OF PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE 
 

The Government has announced a review which will seek to improve compulsory ongoing training for 

HGV and bus drivers (CPC), in the latest 

of the measures to support the road 

haulage sector and encourage even 

more people to return to the profession 

and it comes on the back of the DVLA having had over 40,000 

HGV and vocational licence applications in a four-week 

period. 
 

There is however no indication that the CPC requirement will 

be scrapped. 

 

Drivers currently need to undergo 5 days of periodic training 

every 5 years to ensure they remain fully qualified to drive 

heavy goods vehicles and buses professionally and up to date 

with road safety standards. This training is an EU initiative 

and is compulsory within what is known as the Driver 

Certificates of Professional Competence (DCPC) regime. 
 

While its aim is to keep standards high, some drivers are left 

to pay for the training themselves and are not paid whilst 

attending their training course. Feedback from industry 

suggests this puts off many drivers who have left the 

profession from returning. 
 

The review will look at how the process can be updated to 

reduce the burden on drivers – both returning and new – and 

ensure it doesn’t act as a barrier to working in the sector, as 

the government continues to bolster supply chains and 

tackle the global driver shortage here in the UK. 
 

Transport Secretary Grant Shapps said:   
 

“We’re listening to industry leaders who have told us about the issues HGV drivers face with CPC 

arrangements. Now we’ve taken back control of our own laws and regulations, I’m delighted to say we’re 

launching a review into these training rules. We understand it’s vital for drivers to remain fully qualified 

– but we’re looking to ensure they can do so in the most efficient way possible whilst maintaining road 

safety standards. No driver should be out of pocket or out of work through no fault of their own.” 

 

PRINCE MICHAEL ROAD SAFETY AWARDS 
 

The Graham Feest Consultancy would wish to congratulate two known winners of the 2021 Prince 

Michael International Road Safety Awards 
 

• National Highways has won an award for its Driving for Better Business programme.  
 

• The Road Safety Foundation, the RAC Foundation and the Department for Transport have won 

a an Award for their "fine example of collaboration" and the "outstanding achievement" of 

the Safer Roads Fund. 

 

Traffic Safety Roads 

The Review will explore 

whether; 

• different training requirements 

should apply for more seasoned 

drivers   

• the current requirement for 35 

hours' periodic training should 

be more evenly spread over the 5-

year period, advice is already to 

even it out   

• drivers new to Driver CPC should 

cover a specific range of topics    

• durations for each training 

course are rigid as they currently 

last a minimum of 7 hours (or split 

into 3.5-hour session across 2 

days)  

• the scope of Driver CPC including 

where it includes non-professional 

drivers  

• there should be more of an 

obligation for employers to 

support drivers with the cost of 

training 

• Driver CPC qualifications 

obtained in the EU should continue 

to be recognised in the UK for 

drivers moving to live and 

work here  
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ZEBRA COSSINGS AT JUNCTIONS 

 

Unlike many countries the positioning of pedestrian crossing, unless used at a junction in connection 

with a traffic light system have always been set away from the junction which arguable might well 

be safer but it certainly is not where people actually cross the road. 

 

There is now some revised thinking about this which has 

led Greater Manchester’s Mayor, Andy Burnham and 

Transport Commissioner, Chris Boardman to seek 

permission for a mass trial of zebra markings at side roads 

after new evidence showed that they lead to a 65% 

increase in drivers giving way. In a report commissioned by 

Greater Manchester Combined Authority (GMCA) and 

conducted by TRL showed that vehicles giving way to 

people on foot went up from four in 10 to seven in 10 when 

the zebra markings were in place. 

 

The report also concluded that there is universal understanding, amongst all road users, of what 

zebra markings mean when used on side roads. 

 

Highway Code Rule 170 states that drivers and riders should give way to pedestrians who have started 

to cross a road in which they are turning. 

However  

A change to the code expected next year would require drivers also to give way to pedestrians waiting 

to cross a side road, although the exact wording and what this might mean is still under consideration. 

 

 

SCOTLAND HELPS BICYCLE OWNERS 

 

Scotland are set to relaunch their scheme offering free bike repairs at a value of up to £50 per person 

designed to be of particular help to those who would not otherwise be able to afford to get their 

bicycles fixed. 

 

The scheme was first launched by Cycling UK in 2020, thanks 

to funding from the Scottish Government and the first phase 

ran between August 2020 and May 2021, when 31,562 repairs 

were carried out by 332 cycle repair providers across 

Scotland. Cycling UK says 77% of participants used their 

repaired cycles for journeys previously made by car, showing 

that with support, more people would cycle for short everyday 

trips. 

 

All cycles are welcome on the scheme, including e-bikes and non-standard cycles such as trikes, 

tandems, cargo bikes and recumbents. People who use manual wheelchairs are also eligible to access 

free repairs. So far more than 200 cycle shops have signed up to participate in phase two and many 

more are expected to join. 

 

 

 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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MORE POSITIVE EVIDENCE OF SUPPORT FOR 20MPH 

 

Policymakers should be less anxious about potential public backlash when considering the scale-up 

of 20mph speed restrictions following the analysis of public reaction data by researchers from the 

University of East Anglia. 
 

In the study researchers extracted public opinion and sentiments expressed about the new 20mph 

speed limits in Edinburgh and Belfast, which were implemented between 2016 and 2018. The project 

team analysed public sentiments from Twitter data and classified the comments in plain English into 

the categories ‘positive’, ‘neutral’, and ‘negative’. They also explored the frequency and sources of 

the tweets. 
 

Overall, the study says the tone of the tweets was ‘positive or neutral towards the implementation 

of the (20mph) speed limit policies with the most commonly used hashtags focused largely on road 

safety and other potential benefits like air pollution. 

 

MAKING ROADS SAFER FOR OLDER DRIVERS 

 

The Older Drivers Task Force was originally commissioned in 2016 to make its recommendations, 

acknowledging the importance of people living an active and healthy life into older age, and that age 

itself does not give an indicator of how fit a person is to drive. 

The aim is to support older drivers to continue to drive while 

they are still safe to do so. The Older Drivers Task Force has 

now updated its previous report in an effort to keep a check on 

and continue to reduce deaths and serious injuries for drivers 

over 70 by 50% by 2030. Older drivers (70+) do not pose a 

significant risk to other road users. However, their relative 

frailty means that they often suffer injury – particularly evident in those over 80. For drivers over 80, 

the rate of being killed or seriously injured, per licence held, is as high as for those aged 21-29. 

where inexperience of the young is substituted by the fragility of the older driver.  
 

The proposals include: 
 

Introducing mandatory eyesight testing with an 
optometrist or medical practitioner providing a 
driver 'MOT' of eyesight at licence renewal at the 
age of 70 and at further renewals;  
 

A programme of making T junctions safer – a 

notorious risk-point for older drivers; 

 

Immediate research into the impact of physical 
and cognitive medical conditions, including 
diabetic peripheral neuropathy, that may 
contribute to pedal confusion; 
 

Standardised content for Driving Appraisals and 

certified and trained instructors to assist older 

drivers;  

 

A national roll-out of an alternative to 

prosecution for careless driving for older 

motorists. 

  

For vehicles, the report also recommends that 

the government takes on board EU standards of 

vehicle safety technology and undertakes further 

research into advanced occupant restraint 

systems such as split buckle or crisscross seat 

belts in recognition of the frailty of older drivers 

and passengers.  

 

You can find a copy of the report initially at 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/ after which it can be located at: 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-research-documents/ 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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TAKING A LOOK AT DRIVING FOR WORK 

With BfBB Campaign Manager-Simon Turner 

 

Managing road risk as an employer can be problematical especially when you factor in that, as a 

director, you may be liable to prosecution if anything goes wrong and you don’t even have to be 

anywhere near to the incident if it proven that you have failed to manage thing in a proper way.  

In its own way that is no different to the line taken in normal health and safety practice and more 

people need to grasp the fact that driving for work falls in scope with not just the road traffic act 

but also the health and safety regime. 
 

There are around 20 million vehicles being used for business journeys, including trucks, vans, 

company cars and grey fleet, that means every at-work driver has a 1 in 500 chance of being in a 

fatal or serious injury collision. There are around 40,000 injury collisions a year involving those driving 

for work and 65,000 a year if travelling to work is included. 
 

Driving for Better Business (DfBB) Campaign Manager Simon Turner has outlined the nature of driving 

for work and says there are five common mistakes made by fleet managers: 
 

Failing to comply with Duty of Care legislation – 

mainly through lack of awareness – and gaps in 

understanding responsibilities among certain 

levels of employees. 

 

No proper vehicle defect system in place. One in 

three cars and half of all vans fail their MoT at 

the first attempt. If the vehicle hasn't been 

checked on the day of the MoT, you can bet it 

wasn't checked on the other 364 days. The DVSA 

is carrying out more compliance checks on vans, 

with the typical fine being around £970. 

 

Failing to identify high-risk drivers. collecting 

collision records and making use of telematics 

data on driving style. citing one driver who 

successfully persuaded a judge not to withdraw 

his licence as he would not be able to get work 

as a mobile tyre-fitter. The driver had 54 points. 

Fleet managers can avoid this via pre-

employment checks 

 

Relying on different data sets that are not 

integrated. If and when an incident occurs, that's 

not the time to realise gaps in data. 

 

A lack of appropriate management information. 

Set baselines from which to improve. If you're 

not measuring it and not monitoring it, you're 

not managing it. 

 

Everyone seems to take driving for granted and yet it is one of the highest-risk activities that people 

undertake and the exposure to risk becomes even greater the more you drive which makes using a 

vehicle for work purposes a hazardous part of daily life whether that be driving a commercial vehicle, 

a company car or making the occasional work-related journey in their own vehicle. 
 

The high-profile government-backed National Highways programme, delivered in partnership with 

RoadSafe - Driving for Better Business - is designed to help employers in the private and public sectors 

reduce work-related road risk and protect staff who drive or ride for work. 

Find out more at https://www.drivingforbetterbusiness.com/ 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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UPDATING THE “MOBILE PHONE” LAWS 

 

The Government will make it illegal to use a hand-held “mobile phone” while driving under any 

circumstance thereby ending the legal loophole which has emerged since the rapid development of 

such devices. The current law states it is a 

criminal offence to use a hand-held mobile 

phone to call or text while driving – but a legal 

loophole has ensured drivers have escaped for 

other actions such as taking photos, browsing 

the internet, reading emails or looking at their 

music play list etc. as such actions aren’t seen 

as ‘interactive communication’, and therefore 

do not fit the current definition of the offence.  
 

The new laws will come into effect in 2022 (date to be confirmed) – and mean anyone caught using 

their hand-held device while driving will face a £200 fixed penalty notice and six points on their 

licence. The move follows a public consultation in which 81% of respondents supported proposals to 

strengthen the law and make it easier for culprits to be prosecuted. 
 

The Government will revise The Highway Code to explain the new measures. It will also be more 

precise about the fact that being stationary in traffic counts as driving, making it clear that hand-

held mobile phone use at traffic lights or in motorway jams is illegal except in very limited 

circumstances. 

 

There will be an exemption to the new law for drivers making a contactless payment using their 

mobile phone while stationary. This exemption will cover, for example, places like a drive-through 

restaurant or a road toll, and will only apply when payment is being made with a card reader. It will 

not allow motorists to make general online payments while driving. 
 

Drivers will still be able to continue using a device ‘hands-free’ while driving, such as a sat-nav, if 

it’s secured in a cradle.  

 

THE FINDINGS OF THE LOWER DRINK DRIVE LIMIT IN SCOTLAND 

 

The introduction of the lower drink drive limit in Scotland in 2014 did not lead to any reduction in 

road crashes says Dr Jonathan James, a researcher from the University of 

Bath’s Department of Economics reporting on the findings from a study 

published earlier this year which looked at the effects of the changes in 

the Drink Drive limit. 

 

The study looked at data from January 2009 (pre-reform) to December 2016 

(post-reform) – comprising more than 1.2 million collisions concluding that 

the evidence is pretty robust and strong and they could find no reduction 

in road crashes or in drink drive crime. 

 

In terms of delivering the lower limit however, it notes that the reform was not supported by any 

changes in the availability and use of alternative means of transport (bus and taxi) and there was no 

increase in enforcement, so in a sense, these are the two reasons says the report why the law wasn’t 

as effective as it may have been. It also noted that there was no change in either the numbers of 

police officers or breath tests administered. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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REDUCING CASUALTIES BY STOPPING CRASHES 2022 

(Brought to you by the Graham Feest Consultancy and the UK Road Safety Network) 

 
Reducing Casualties by Stopping Crashes is for any person who is involved in the practice and promotion 
of road safety in terms of casualty reduction, reducing the risk to road users and making the environment 
smarter.  
 

It will be of special interest to those in the areas of Education, Training, Enforcement, Engineering, 
Collision Investigation, Fleet, logistics and Transport Management and Road Safety Audit etc as well as 
those who have managerial responsibility for a workforce who drive for their business and will appeal to 
those working in the private, commercial, statutory and voluntary sectors. It will also be valuable for 
thoughts that lead within the community, members of the UK Road Safety Network and people who have 
a Health and Safety or Personnel/Human Resources responsibility.  
 

Through a series of presentations, interactive sessions and discussions we will explore interventions 
designed to stop people becoming involved in traffic incidents which inevitably leads to unplanned and 
devastating outcomes. 
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